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WISE IN THIS WORLD 
1 Cor 3:18 

18 Let no man deceive himself. If any man among you seemeth to be (1)wise in this 

world, let him become a (2)fool, that he may be wise. (KJV) 

 

Definitions: (1)wise in this world-4680  sophos (sof-os'); akin to saphes (clear); wise (in 

a most general application) a) skilled, expert: of artificers b) wise, skilled in letters, 

cultivated, learned 1) used of the Greek philosophers and orators : KJV-- wise. Compare 

5429.   (2) let him become a fool-3474  moros (mo-ros'); probably from the base of 3466; 

dull or stupid (as if shut up), i.e. heedless, (morally) blockhead, (apparently) absurd: 

KJV-- fool (-ish, X -ishness). 

 

1 Cor 3:18 ... deceive himself.  (KJV) 

 

Prov 5:7  Hear me now therefore, O ye children, and depart not from the words of my 

mouth.   (KJV) 

 

Isa 44:20  He feedeth on ashes: a deceived heart hath turned him aside, that he cannot 

deliver his soul, nor say, Is there not a lie in my right hand?   (KJV) 

 

Jer 37:9  Thus saith the LORD; Deceive not yourselves, saying, The Chaldeans shall 

surely depart from us: for they shall not depart.   (KJV) 

 

Luke 21:8  And he said, Take heed that ye be not deceived: for many shall come in my 

name, saying, I am Christ; and the time draweth near: go ye not therefore after them.   

 

1 Cor 6:9  Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be 

not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers 

of themselves with mankind,   (KJV) 

 

1 Cor 15:33  Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good manners.   (KJV) 

 

Gal 6:3  For if a man think himself to be something, when he is nothing, he deceiveth 

himself.   (KJV) 

 

Eph 5:6  Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of these things cometh 

the wrath of God upon the children of disobedience.   (KJV) 

 

2 Tim 3:13  But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being 

deceived.   (KJV) 

 

Titus 3:3  For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving 

divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one 

another.(KJV) 

 

James 1:22  But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your 

ownselves.    
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James 1:26  If any man among you seem to be religious, and bridleth not his tongue, but 

deceiveth his own heart, this man's religion is vain.   (KJV) 

 

I Jn 1:8  If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.    

 

1 Cor 3:18 ... If any man among you seemeth to be wise in this world,  (KJV) 

 

Rom 11:25 

25 For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye 

should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the 

fulness of the Gentiles be come in.   (KJV) 

 

Rom 12:16  Be of the same mind one toward another. Mind not high things, but 

condescend to men of low estate. Be not wise in your own conceits.   (KJV) 

 

1 Cor 1:18-21 

18 For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which 

are saved it is the power of God.  

19 For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will bring to nothing 

the understanding of the prudent.  

20 Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this world? hath 

not God made foolish the wisdom of this world?  

21 For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it 

pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe.   (KJV) 

 

1 Cor 4:10  We are fools for Christ's sake, but ye are wise in Christ; we are weak, but ye 

are strong; ye are honourable, but we are despised.   (KJV) 

 

1 Cor 8:1-2 

1 Now as touching things offered unto idols, we know that we all have knowledge. 

Knowledge puffeth up, but charity edifieth.  

2 And if any man think that he knoweth any thing, he knoweth nothing yet as he 

ought to know.   (KJV) 

 

1 Cor 3:18 ... let him become a fool,  (KJV) 

 

Matt 18:4  Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, the same is 

greatest in the kingdom of heaven.   (KJV) 

 

Mark 10:15  Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a 

little child, he shall not enter therein.   (KJV) 

 

Luke 18:17  Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a 

little child shall in no wise enter therein.   (KJV) 

 

1 Cor 3:18 ... additional scriptures  (KJV) 
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John 7:49  But this people who knoweth not the law are cursed.   (KJV) 

 

John 11:49  And one of them, named Caiaphas, being the high priest that same year, said 

unto them, Ye know nothing at all,   (KJV) 

 

Acts 8:31  And he said, How can I, except some man should guide me? And he desired 

Philip that he would come up and sit with him.   (KJV) 

 

Acts 10:33  Immediately therefore I sent to thee; and thou hast well done that thou art 

come. Now therefore are we all here present before God, to hear all things that are 

commanded thee of God.   (KJV) 

 

Acts 17:18  Then certain philosophers of the Epicureans, and of the Stoicks, encountered 

him. And some said, What will this babbler say? other some, He seemeth to be a setter 

forth of strange gods: because he preached unto them Jesus, and the resurrection.   (KJV) 

 

Acts 18:26  And he began to speak boldly in the synagogue: whom when Aquila and 

Priscilla had heard, they took him unto them, and expounded unto him the way of God 

more perfectly.   (KJV) 

 

Rom 1:14  I am debtor both to the Greeks, and to the Barbarians; both to the wise, and to 

the unwise.   (KJV) 

 

Rom 1:22  Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools,   (KJV) 

 

Rom 2:19  And art confident that thou thyself art a guide of the blind, a light of them 

which are in darkness,   (KJV) 

 

1 Cor 1:26  For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the 

flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called:   (KJV) 

 

1 Cor 6:5  I speak to your shame. Is it so, that there is not a wise man among you? no, 

not one that shall be able to judge between his brethren?   (KJV) 

 

Col 2:8  Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the 

tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.   (KJV) 

 

1 Tim 6:3-4 

3 If any man teach otherwise, and consent not to wholesome words, even the words 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which is according to godliness; 

4 He is proud, knowing nothing, but doting about questions and strifes of words, 

whereof cometh envy, strife, railings, evil surmisings,   (KJV) 

 

1 Cor 3:19 

19 For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. For it is written, He taketh 

the wise in their own craftiness. (KJV) 
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1 Cor 3:19 ... the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God.  (KJV) 

 

Rom 1:21-22 

21 Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were 

thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened.  

22 Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools,   (KJV) 

 

1 Cor 1:19-20 

19 For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will bring to nothing 

the understanding of the prudent.  

20 Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this world? hath 

not God made foolish the wisdom of this world?   (KJV) 

 

1 Cor 2:6  Howbeit we speak wisdom among them that are perfect: yet not the wisdom 

of this world, nor of the princes of this world, that come to nought:   (KJV) 

 

1 Cor 3:19 ... For it is written,  (KJV) 

 

Job 5:13  He taketh the wise in their own craftiness: and the counsel of the froward is 

carried headlong.   (KJV) 

 

1 Cor 3:19 ... He taketh the wise in their own craftiness.  (KJV) 

 

Exod 1:10  Come on, let us deal wisely with them; lest they multiply, and it come to 

pass, that, when there falleth out any war, they join also unto our enemies, and fight 

against us, and so get them up out of the land.   (KJV) 

 

Exod 18:11  Now I know that the LORD is greater than all gods: for in the thing wherein 

they dealt proudly he was above them.   (KJV) 

 

2 Sam 15:31  And one told David, saying, Ahithophel is among the conspirators with 

Absalom. And David said, O LORD, I pray thee, turn the counsel of Ahithophel into 

foolishness.   (KJV) 

 

2 Sam 16:23  And the counsel of Ahithophel, which he counselled in those days, was as 

if a man had inquired at the oracle of God: so was all the counsel of Ahithophel both with 

David and with Absalom.   (KJV) 

 

2 Sam 17:14  And Absalom and all the men of Israel said, The counsel of Hushai the 

Archite is better than the counsel of Ahithophel. For the LORD had appointed to defeat 

the good counsel of Ahithophel, to the intent that the LORD might bring evil upon 

Absalom.   (KJV) 

 

2 Sam 17:23  And when Ahithophel saw that his counsel was not followed, he saddled 

his ass, and arose, and gat him home to his house, to his city, and put his household in 

order, and hanged himself, and died, and was buried in the sepulchre of his father.   

(KJV) 
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Esth 7:10  So they hanged Haman on the gallows that he had prepared for Mordecai. 

Then was the king's wrath pacified.   (KJV) 

 

Ps 7:14-15 

14 Behold, he travaileth with iniquity, and hath conceived mischief, and brought 

forth falsehood.  

15 He made a pit, and digged it, and is fallen into the ditch which he made.   (KJV) 

 

Ps 9:15-16 

15 The heathen are sunk down in the pit that they made: in the net which they hid is 

their own foot taken.  

16 The LORD is known by the judgment which he executeth: the wicked is snared in 

the work of his own hands. Higgaion. Selah.   (KJV) 

 

Ps 141:10 

10 Let the wicked fall into their own nets, whilst that I withal escape.   (KJV) 

 

1 Cor 3:19 ... additional scriptures  (KJV) 

 

Matt 2:8  And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and search diligently for the 

young child; and when ye have found him, bring me word again, that I may come and 

worship him also.   (KJV) 

 

Matt 2:12  And being warned of God in a dream that they should not return to Herod, 

they departed into their own country another way.   (KJV) 

 

Matt 6:23  But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness. If therefore 

the light that is in thee be darkness, how great is that darkness!   (KJV) 

 

Luke 20:23  But he perceived their craftiness, and said unto them, Why tempt ye me?   

(KJV) 

 

Rom 12:2  And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing 

of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of 

God.    

  

1 Cor 1:18-19 

18 For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which 

are saved it is the power of God.  

19 For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will bring to nothing 

the understanding of the prudent.   (KJV) 

 

2 Cor 10:5  Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against 

the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of 

Christ;   (KJV) 
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Col 2:8  Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the 

tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.   (KJV) 

 

1 Tim 6:20  O Timothy, keep that which is committed to thy trust, avoiding profane and 

vain babblings, and oppositions of science falsely so called:   (KJV) 

 

James 3:13-18 

13 Who is a (1)wise man and (2)endued with knowledge among you? let him shew 

out of a good conversation his works with (3)meekness of (4)wisdom. 

14 But if ye have bitter envying and strife in your hearts, glory not, and lie not 

against the truth. 

15 This wisdom descendeth not from above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish. 

16 For where envying and strife is, there is confusion and every evil work. 

17 But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to 

be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy. 

18 And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them that make peace. 

 

Definitions: 

(1)wise-4680  sophos-wise: a) skilled, expert: of artificers b) wise, skilled in letters, 

cultivated, learned 1) used of the Greek philosophers and orators  

 

(2)endued with knowledge-1990  epistemon (ep-ee-stay'-mone); from 1987; intelligent, 

experienced, one having the knowledge of an expert: KJV-- endued with knowledge. 

 

(3)meekness-4240  prautes (prah-oo'-tace);from 4239; mildness, i.e. (by implication) 

humility: KJV-- meekness. 

 

(4)wisdom-4678  sophia-wisdom, broad and full of intelligence; used of the knowledge 

of very diverse matters: a) the wisdom which belongs to men 2) the science and learning  

 
 


