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WHO HOLD THE TRUTH IN UNRIGHTEOUSNESS 
Rom 1:16-22 

16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to 

every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 

17 For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The 

just shall live by faith. 

18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 

unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness; 

19 Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it 

unto them. (KJV) 

 

Rom 1:18 

18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 

unrighteousness of men, who (1)hold the truth in (2)unrighteousness; (KJV) 

 

Definitions: (1)hold the truth-2722  katecho-1) to hold back, to detain, to retain a) from going 

away b) to restrain, hinder (the course or progress of).   (2)in unrighteousness-93  adikia (ad-ee-

kee'-ah); from 94; (legal) injustice (properly, the quality, by implication, the act); morally, 

wrongfulness (of character, life or act), 1) injustice, used of a judge 2) unrighteousness of heart 

and life: KJV-- iniquity, unjust, unrighteousness, wrong. 

 

Rom 1:18 ... the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all  (KJV) 

 

Rom 4:13-17 

13 For the promise, that he should be the heir of the world, was not to Abraham, or to his 

seed, through the law, but through the righteousness of faith. 

14 For if they which are of the law be heirs, faith is made void, and the promise made of 

none effect: 

15 Because the law worketh wrath: for where no law is, there is no transgression. 

16 Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by grace; to the end the promise might be sure to 

all the seed; not to that only which is of the law, but to that also which is of the faith of Abraham; 

who is the father of us all, 

17 (As it is written, I have made thee a father of many nations,) before him whom he 

believed, even God, who quickeneth the dead, and calleth those things which be not as though 

they were. (KJV) 

Rom 1:18 ... ungodliness and  (KJV) 

Rom 5:1-11 

1 Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ: 

2 By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in 

hope of the glory of God. 

3 And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh 

patience; 

4 And patience, experience; and experience, hope: 

5 And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by 

the Holy Ghost which is given unto us. 
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6 For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. 

7 For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for a good man some 

would even dare to die. 

8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died 

for us. 

9 Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through 

him. 

10 For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much 

more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life. 

11 And not only so, but we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have 

now received the atonement. (KJV) 

 

Rom 1:18 ... unrighteousness of men,  (KJV) 

Rom 6:11-16 

11 Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

12 Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof. 

13 Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield 

yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of 

righteousness unto God. 

14 For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace. 

15 What then? shall we sin, because we are not under the law, but under grace? God forbid. 

16 Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to 

whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness? (KJV) 

 

Rom 1:18 ... who hold the truth in unrighteousness;  (KJV) 

Luke 12:43-47 

43 Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he cometh shall find so doing. 

44 Of a truth I say unto you, that he will make him ruler over all that he hath. 

45 But and if that servant say in his heart, My lord delayeth his coming; and shall begin to 

beat the menservants and maidens, and to eat and drink, and to be drunken; 

46 The lord of that servant will come in a day when he looketh not for him, and at an hour 

when he is not aware, and will cut him in sunder, and will appoint him his portion with the 

unbelievers. 

47 And that servant, which knew his lord's will, and prepared not himself, neither did 

according to his will, shall be beaten with many stripes. (KJV) 

 

John 3:17-21 

17 For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through 

him might be saved. 

18 He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned 

already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 

19 And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness 

rather than light, because their deeds were evil. 

20 For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds 

should be reproved. 
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21 But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that they 

are wrought in God. (KJV) 

 

Acts 24:22-26 

22 And when Felix heard these things, having more perfect knowledge of that way, he 

deferred them, and said, When Lysias the chief captain shall come down, I will know the 

uttermost of your matter. 

23 And he commanded a centurion to keep Paul, and to let him have liberty, and that he 

should forbid none of his acquaintance to minister or come unto him. 

24 And after certain days, when Felix came with his wife Drusilla, which was a Jewess, he 

sent for Paul, and heard him concerning the faith in Christ. 

25 And as he reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and judgment to come, Felix trembled, 

and answered, Go thy way for this time; when I have a convenient season, I will call for thee. 

26 He hoped also that money should have been given him of Paul, that he might loose him: 

wherefore he sent for him the oftener, and communed with him. (KJV) 

 

Rom 1:19-32 

19 Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it 

unto them. 

20 For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being 

understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are 

without excuse: 

21 Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; 

but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 

22 Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, 

23 And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible 

man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things. 

24 Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to 

dishonour their own bodies between themselves: 

25 Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more 

than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen. 

26 For this cause God gave them up unto vile affections: for even their women did change 

the natural use into that which is against nature: 

27 And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one 

toward another; men with men working that which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves that 

recompence of their error which was meet. 

28 And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a 

reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient; 

29 Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, 

maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers, 

30 Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, 

disobedient to parents, 

31 Without understanding, covenantbreakers, without natural affection, implacable, 

unmerciful: 

32 Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of 

death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them. (KJV) 
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Rom 2:1-8 

1 Therefore thou art inexcusable, O man, whosoever thou art that judgest: for wherein thou 

judgest another, thou condemnest thyself; for thou that judgest doest the same things. 

2 But we are sure that the judgment of God is according to truth against them which 

commit such things. 

3 And thinkest thou this, O man, that judgest them which do such things, and doest the 

same, that thou shalt escape the judgment of God? 

4 Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and longsuffering; not 

knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance? 

5 But after thy hardness and impenitent heart treasurest up unto thyself wrath against the 

day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God; 

6 Who will render to every man according to his deeds: 

7 To them who by patient continuance in well doing seek for glory and honour and 

immortality, eternal life: 

8 But unto them that are contentious, and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, 

indignation and wrath,(KJV) 

 

Rom 2:14-24 

14 For when the Gentiles, which have not the law, do by nature the things contained in the 

law, these, having not the law, are a law unto themselves: 

15 Which shew the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing 

witness, and their thoughts the mean while accusing or else excusing one another;) 

16 In the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ according to my 

gospel. 

17 Behold, thou art called a Jew, and restest in the law, and makest thy boast of God, 

18 And knowest his will, and approvest the things that are more excellent, being instructed 

out of the law; 

19 And art confident that thou thyself art a guide of the blind, a light of them which are in 

darkness, 

20 An instructor of the foolish, a teacher of babes, which hast the form of knowledge and of 

the truth in the law. 

21 Thou therefore which teachest another, teachest thou not thyself? thou that preachest a 

man should not steal, dost thou steal? 

22 Thou that sayest a man should not commit adultery, dost thou commit adultery? thou that 

abhorrest idols, dost thou commit sacrilege? 

23 Thou that makest thy boast of the law, through breaking the law dishonourest thou God? 

24 For the name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles through you, as it is written. 

(KJV) 

 

II Th 2:5-12 

5 Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with you, I told you these things? 

6 And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time. 

7 For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he 

be taken out of the way. 

8 And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of 

his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming: 
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9 Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying 

wonders, 

10 And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they 

received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 

11 And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: 

12 That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in 

unrighteousness. (KJV) 

 

1 Tim 4:1-16 

1 Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the 

faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; 

2 Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron; 

3 Forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from meats, which God hath created to 

be received with thanksgiving of them which believe and know the truth. 

4 For every creature of God is good, and nothing to be refused, if it be received with 

thanksgiving: 

5 For it is sanctified by the word of God and prayer. 

6 If thou put the brethren in remembrance of these things, thou shalt be a good minister of 

Jesus Christ, nourished up in the words of faith and of good doctrine, whereunto thou hast 

attained. 

7 But refuse profane and old wives' fables, and exercise thyself rather unto godliness. 

8 For bodily exercise profiteth little: but godliness is profitable unto all things, having 

promise of the life that now is, and of that which is to come. 

9 This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptation. 

10 For therefore we both labour and suffer reproach, because we trust in the living God, who 

is the Saviour of all men, specially of those that believe. 

11 These things command and teach. 

12 Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example of the believers, in word, in 

conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity. 

13 Till I come, give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. 

14 Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which was given thee by prophecy, with the laying on 

of the hands of the presbytery. 

15 Meditate upon these things; give thyself wholly to them; that thy profiting may appear to 

all. 

16 Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou 

shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee. (KJV) 

 


