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WHO IN TIMES PAST SUFFERED ALL NATIONS TO WALK IN THEIR 

OWN WAYS   

(Acts 14:16) 
 

Acts 14:1-23 
1 And it came to pass in Iconium, that they went both together into the synagogue of the 

Jews, and so spake, that a great multitude both of the Jews and also of the Greeks believed. 

2 But the unbelieving Jews stirred up the Gentiles, and made their minds evil affected 

against the brethren. 

3 Long time therefore abode they speaking boldly in the Lord, which gave testimony unto 

the word of his grace, and granted signs and wonders to be done by their hands. 

4 But the multitude of the city was divided: and part held with the Jews, and part with the 

apostles. 

5 And when there was an assault made both of the Gentiles, and also of the Jews with their 

rulers, to use them despitefully, and to stone them, 

6 They were ware of it, and fled unto Lystra and Derbe, cities of Lycaonia, and unto the 

region that lieth round about: 

7 And there they preached the gospel. 

8 And there sat a certain man at Lystra, impotent in his feet, being a cripple from his 

mother's womb, who never had walked: 

9 The same heard Paul speak: who stedfastly beholding him, and perceiving that he had 

faith to be healed, 

10 Said with a loud voice, Stand upright on thy feet. And he leaped and walked. 

11 And when the people saw what Paul had done, they lifted up their voices, saying in the 

speech of Lycaonia, The gods are come down to us in the likeness of men. 

12 And they called Barnabas, Jupiter; and Paul, Mercurius, because he was the chief 

speaker. 

13 Then the priest of Jupiter, which was before their city, brought oxen and garlands unto 

the gates, and would have done sacrifice with the people. 

14 Which when the apostles, Barnabas and Paul, heard of, they rent their clothes, and ran in 

among the people, crying out, 

15 And saying, Sirs, why do ye these things? We also are men of like passions with you, and 

preach unto you that ye should turn from these vanities unto the living God, which made heaven, 

and earth, and the sea, and all things that are therein: 

16 Who in times past suffered all nations to walk in their own ways. 

17 Nevertheless he left not himself without witness, in that he did good, and gave us rain 

from heaven, and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with food and gladness. 

18 And with these sayings scarce restrained they the people, that they had not done sacrifice 

unto them. 

19 And there came thither certain Jews from Antioch and Iconium, who persuaded the 

people, and, having stoned Paul, drew him out of the city, supposing he had been dead. 

20 Howbeit, as the disciples stood round about him, he rose up, and came into the city: and 

the next day he departed with Barnabas to Derbe. 

21 And when they had preached the gospel to that city, and had taught many, they returned 

again to Lystra, and to Iconium, and Antioch, 

22 Confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting them to continue in the faith, and 
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that we must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God. 

23 And when they had ordained them elders in every church, and had prayed with fasting, 

they commended them to the Lord, on whom they believed.(KJV) 

 

Acts 14:15-16 
15 And saying, Sirs, why do ye these things? We also are men of like passions with you, and 

preach unto you that ye should turn from these (1)vanities unto the living God, which made 

heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all things that are therein: 

16 Who in times past (2)suffered all nations to walk in their (3)own ways.(KJV) 

 

Definitions: (1)Vanities-3152  mataios (mat'-ah-yos); from the base of 3155; empty, i.e. 

(literally) profitless, or (specifically) an idol: KJV-- vain, vanity.1) devoid of force, truth, 

success, result, 2) useless, of no purpose.   (2)Suffered- 1439  eao (eh-ah'-o);of uncertain 

affinity; to let be, i.e. permit or leave alone: KJV-- commit, leave, let (alone), suffer. See also 

1436.1) to allow, to permit, to let, 2) to allow one to do as he wishes, not to restrain, to let alone, 

3) to give up, to let go, to leave.   (3)Own Ways- 3598  hodos-1) properly: a) a way, a traveled 

way, a road,b) a traveler's way, a journey, traveling, 2) metaphorically: a) a course of conduct, b) 

a way (that is, manner)of thinking, feeling, deciding 

 

Acts 14:16 ... suffered all nations to walk in their own ways.  (KJV) 

 

Acts 17:30-34 

30 And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men every 

where to repent: 

31 Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness 

by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he 

hath raised him from the dead. 

32 And when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked: and others said, We 

will hear thee again of this matter. 

33 So Paul departed from among them. 

34 Howbeit certain men clave unto him, and believed: among the which was Dionysius the 

Areopagite, and a woman named Damaris, and others with them.(KJV) 

 

Rom 1:18-25 

18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 

unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness; 

19 Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it 

unto them. 

20 For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being 

understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are 

without excuse: 

21 Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; 

but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 

22 Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, 

23 And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible 

man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things. 



3 
 

24 Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to 

dishonour their own bodies between themselves: 

25 Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more 

than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen.(KJV) 

 

Rom 1:28-32 

28 And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a 

reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient; 

29 Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, 

maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers, 

30 Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, 

disobedient to parents, 

31 Without understanding, covenantbreakers, without natural affection, implacable, 

unmerciful: 

32 Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of 

death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them.(KJV) 

 

Eph 2:11-16 

11 Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called 

Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands; 

12 That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, 

and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world: 

13 But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of 

Christ. 

14 For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of 

partition between us; 

15 Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in 

ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace; 

16 And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the 

enmity thereby:(KJV) 

 

1 Pet 4:1-4 

1 Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise with 

the same mind: for he that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin; 

2 That he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh to the lusts of men, but to 

the will of God. 

3 For the time past of our life may suffice us to have wrought the will of the Gentiles, when 

we walked in lasciviousness, lusts, excess of wine, revellings, banquetings, and abominable 

idolatries: 

4 Wherein they think it strange that ye run not with them to the same excess of riot, 

speaking evil of you:(KJV) 

 

Acts 14:16 ... additional  scriptures  (KJV) 

Acts 26:18-21 

18 To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan 

unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are 
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sanctified by faith that is in me. 

19 Whereupon, O king Agrippa, I was not disobedient unto the heavenly vision: 

20 But shewed first unto them of Damascus, and at Jerusalem, and throughout all the coasts 

of Judaea, and then to the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God, and do works meet 

for repentance. 

21 For these causes the Jews caught me in the temple, and went about to kill me.(KJV) 

 

Rom 2:1-16 

1 Therefore thou art inexcusable, O man, whosoever thou art that judgest: for wherein thou 

judgest another, thou condemnest thyself; for thou that judgest doest the same things. 

2 But we are sure that the judgment of God is according to truth against them which 

commit such things. 

3 And thinkest thou this, O man, that judgest them which do such things, and doest the 

same, that thou shalt escape the judgment of God? 

4 Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and longsuffering; not 

knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance? 

5 But after thy hardness and impenitent heart treasurest up unto thyself wrath against the 

day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God; 

6 Who will render to every man according to his deeds: 

7 To them who by patient continuance in well doing seek for glory and honour and 

immortality, eternal life: 

8 But unto them that are contentious, and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, 

indignation and wrath, 

9 Tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of man that doeth evil, of the Jew first, and also 

of the Gentile; 

10 But glory, honour, and peace, to every man that worketh good, to the Jew first, and also 

to the Gentile: 

11 For there is no respect of persons with God. 

12 For as many as have sinned without law shall also perish without law: and as many as 

have sinned in the law shall be judged by the law; 

13 (For not the hearers of the law are just before God, but the doers of the law shall be 

justified. 

14 For when the Gentiles, which have not the law, do by nature the things contained in the 

law, these, having not the law, are a law unto themselves: 

15 Which shew the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing 

witness, and their thoughts the mean while accusing or else excusing one another;) 

16 In the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ according to my 

gospel.(KJV) 

 

Eph 2:1-9 

1 And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; 

2 Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the 

prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: 

3 Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, 

fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even 

as others. 
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4 But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, 

5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are 

saved;) 

6 And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ 

Jesus: 

7 That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness 

toward us through Christ Jesus. 

8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 

9 Not of works, lest any man should boast. (KJV) 

 

Eph 2:1-9……For by grace are ye saved through faith 
 

Rom 10:16-17 

16 But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Esaias saith, Lord, who hath believed our 

report? 

17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. (KJV) 

 

James 1:21-27 

21 Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with 

meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls. 

22 But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves. 

23 For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his 

natural face in a glass: 

24 For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of 

man he was. 

25 But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a 

forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed. 

26 If any man among you seem to be religious, and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his 

own heart, this man's religion is vain. 

27 Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and 

widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world. (KJV) 

 

James 2:17-26 

17 Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone. 

18 Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith without thy 

works, and I will shew thee my faith by my works. 

19 Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and 

tremble. 

20 But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead? 

21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac his son upon 

the altar? 

22 Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, and by works was faith made perfect? 

23 And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed 

unto him for righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God. 

24 Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only. 

25 Likewise also was not Rahab the harlot justified by works, when she had received the 
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messengers, and had sent them out another way? 

26 For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also. (KJV) 

 

1 Pet 4:12-19 

12 Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some 

strange thing happened unto you: 

13 But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when his glory shall 

be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy. 

14 If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye; for the spirit of glory and of 

God resteth upon you: on their part he is evil spoken of, but on your part he is glorified. 

15 But let none of you suffer as a murderer, or as a thief, or as an evildoer, or as a busybody 

in other men's matters. 

16 Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God on 

this behalf. 

17 For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at 

us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God? 

18 And if the (1)righteous (2)scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner 

appear? 

19 Wherefore let them that suffer according to the will of God commit the keeping of their 

souls to him in well doing, as unto a faithful Creator. (KJV) 

 

Definitions: (1)righteous-1342  dikaios (dik'-ah-yos); from 1349; equitable (in character or act); 

by implication, innocent, holy (absolutely or relatively), righteous, observing divine laws: KJV-- 

just, meet, right (-eous).   (2)scarcely be saved-3433  molis (mol'-is); probably by var. for 3425; 

with difficulty, 1) with difficulty, hardly 2) not easily, that is, scarcely, very rarely: KJV-- hardly, 

scarce (-ly), + with much work. 

 

 

 

 
 


