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THE 

SUBTILTY 

OF THE TEMPTER 
2Cor.11:3 

 

2 Cor 11:1 Would to God ye could bear with me a little in my folly: and indeed bear with me. 2 

For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have espoused you to one husband, that I 

may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ. 3 But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent 

(1)beguiled Eve through his (2)subtilty, so your minds should be (3)corrupted from the 

(4)simplicity that is in Christ.(KJV) 

 

Definitions: 

(1)serpent beguiled Eve-1818  exapatao (ex-ap-at-ah'-o); from 1537 and 538; to seduce 

wholly: KJV-- beguile, deceive. 

 

(2)through his subtilty3834  panourgia (pan-oorg-ee'-ah); from 3835; adroitness, i.e. (in a 

bad sense) trickery or sophistry: KJV-- (cunning) craftiness, subtilty.a droit skillful in a 

physical or mental way; clever; expert !his adroit handling of an awkward situation" soph ist 

ist  L sophista < Gr sophist s, wise man:  1[often S ] in ancient Greece, any of a group of 

teachers of rhetoric, politics, philosophy, etc., some of whom were notorious for their 

clever, specious arguments 2 any person practicing clever, specious reasoning 

(3)corrupted from the-5351  phtheiro (fthi'-ro); probably strengthened from phthio (to pine 

or waste); properly, to shrivel or wither, i.e. to spoil (by any process) or (generally) to ruin 

(especially figuratively, by moral influences, to deprave):  KJV-- corrupt (self), defile, destroy.to 

corrupt, to destroy a) in the opinion of the Jews, the temple was corrupted or "destroyed" when 

anyone defiled or in the slightest degree damaged anything in it, or if its guardians neglected 

their duties b) to lead away a Christian congregation from that state of knowledge and 

holiness in which it ought to abide c) to be destroyed, to perish d) in an ethical sense, to 

corrupt, to deprave 

 

(4)simplicity that is in Christ-572  haplotes (hap-lot'-ace); from 573; singleness, i.e. 

(subjectively) sincerity (without dissimulation or self-seeking), or KJV-- bountifulness, liberal 

(-ity), simplicity, singleness.1) singleness, simplicity, sincerity, mental honesty the virtue of 

one who is free from pretence and hypocrisy 2) not self-seeking, openness of heart 

manifesting itself by generosity; properly, folded together, i.e. single (figuratively, clear): KJV-

- single.1) simple, single 2) whole, sound; simplicityn. 1.  [The state of being without 

complication] — Syn. singleness, homogeneity, purity, uniformity, clearness, unity, integrity, 

monotony. — Ant. CONFUSION, intricacy, complexity. 2.  [The quality of being plain] —

 Syn. plainness, stark reality, lack of ornament, unadornment, lack of sophistication, bareness, 

rusticity, homeliness, freedom from artificiality, severity Ant. SOPHISTICATION, (see 

subtilty) ornamentation, elaboration. 3. [Artlessness] — Syn. naïveté, ingenuousness, 

primitiveness; see innocence  

 

2 Cor 11:3 ... I fear,  (KJV) 
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2 Cor 12:20 For I fear, lest, when I come, I shall not find you such as I would, and that I shall be 

found unto you such as ye would not: lest there be debates, envyings, wraths, strifes, backbitings, 

whisperings, swellings, tumults:  21 And lest, when I come again, my God will humble me 

among you, and that I shall bewail many which have sinned already, and have not repented of 

the uncleanness and fornication and lasciviousness which they have committed.   (KJV) 

 

Gal 1:6 I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ 

unto another gospel:   (KJV) 

 

Gal 3:1 O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey the truth, before 

whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, crucified among you?   (KJV) 

 

Gal 4:11 I am afraid of you, lest I have bestowed upon you labour in vain.   (KJV) 

 

Phil 3:18 (For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that 

they are the enemies of the cross of Christ:  19 Whose end is destruction, whose God is their 

belly, and whose glory is in their shame, who mind earthly things.)   (KJV) 

 

2 Cor 11:3 ... as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty,  (KJV) 

Gen 3:1 Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the LORD God had 

made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the 

garden? 2 And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the 

garden: 3 But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall 

not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. 4 And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall 

not surely die: 5 For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be 

opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil. 6 And when the woman saw that the 

tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one 

wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he 

did eat.(KJV) 

 

Gen 3:12 And the man said, The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the 

tree, and I did eat. 13 And the LORD God said unto the woman, What is this that thou hast done? 

And the woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat.(KJV) 

 

John 8:42 Jesus said unto them, If God were your Father, ye would love me: for I proceeded 

forth and came from God; neither came I of myself, but he sent me. 43 Why do ye not 

understand my speech? even because ye cannot hear my word. 44 Ye are of your father the devil, 

and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in 

the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he 

is a liar, and the father of it. 45 And because I tell you the truth, ye believe me not.(KJV) 

 

1 Tim 2:9 In like manner also, that women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with 

shamefacedness and sobriety; not with broided hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array; 10 But 

(which becometh women professing godliness) with good works. 11 Let the woman learn in 

silence with all subjection. 12 But I suffer not a woman to teach, nor to usurp authority over the 

man, but to be in silence. 13 For Adam was first formed, then Eve. 14 And Adam was not 
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deceived, but the woman being deceived was in the transgression. 15 Notwithstanding she shall 

be saved in childbearing, if they continue in faith and charity and holiness with sobriety.(KJV) 

 

Rev 12:7 And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; and 

the dragon fought and his angels, 8 And prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in 

heaven. 9 And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which 

deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him. 

 

Rev 12:12 Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell in them. Woe to the inhabiters of the 

earth and of the sea! for the devil is come down unto you, having great wrath, because he 

knoweth that he hath but a short time.(KJV) 

 

Rev 13:6 And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme his name, and his 

tabernacle, and them that dwell in heaven. 7 And it was given unto him to make war with the 

saints, and to overcome them: and power was given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and 

nations. 8 And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in 

the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. 9 If any man have an ear, let 

him hear.(KJV) 

 

2 Cor 11:3 ... so your minds should be corrupted from  (KJV) 

 

Matt 24:24 For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and 

wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect.   (KJV) 

 

Acts 20:30 Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away 

disciples after them.  31 Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of three years I 

ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears.   (KJV) 

 

2 Cor 2:17 For we are not as many, which corrupt the word of God: but as of sincerity, but as of 

God, in the sight of God speak we in Christ.   (KJV) 

 

2 Cor 4:2 But have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not walking in craftiness, nor 

handling the word of God deceitfully; but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to 

every man's conscience in the sight of God.   (KJV) 

 

2 Cor 11:13 For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the 

apostles of Christ.  14 And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light.  15 

Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of 

righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works.   (KJV) 

 

Gal 1:6 I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ 

unto another gospel:   (KJV) 

 

Gal 2:4 And that because of false brethren unawares brought in, who came in privily to spy out 

our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, that they might bring us into bondage:   (KJV) 
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Gal 3:1 O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey the truth, before 

whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, crucified among you?   (KJV) 

 

Eph 4:14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with 

every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to 

deceive;   (KJV) 

 

Eph 6:24 Grace be with all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. Amen.   (KJV) 

 

Col 2:4 And this I say, lest any man should beguile you with enticing words.   (KJV) 

 

Col 2:8 Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of 

men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.   (KJV) 

 

Col 2:18 Let no man beguile you of your reward in a voluntary humility and worshipping of 

angels, intruding into those things which he hath not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind,    

 

II Th 2:3 Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come 

a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;  4 Who opposeth and 

exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in 

the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God.  5 Remember ye not, that, when I was yet 

with you, I told you these things?  6 And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be 

revealed in his time.  7 For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth 

will let, until he be taken out of the way.  8 And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the 

Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his 

coming:  9 Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and 

lying wonders,  10 And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because 

they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved.  11 And for this cause God shall 

send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie:    

 

1 Tim 1:3 As I besought thee to abide still at Ephesus, when I went into Macedonia, that thou 

mightest charge some that they teach no other doctrine,   (KJV) 

 

1 Tim 4:1 Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the 

faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;  2 Speaking lies in hypocrisy; 

having their conscience seared with a hot iron;  3 Forbidding to marry, and commanding to 

abstain from meats, which God hath created to be received with thanksgiving of them which 

believe and know the truth.  4 For every creature of God is good, and nothing to be refused, if it 

be received with thanksgiving:   (KJV) 

 

2 Tim 3:1 This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come.  2 For men shall be 

lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, 

unthankful, unholy,  3 Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, 

fierce, despisers of those that are good,  4 Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more 

than lovers of God;  5 Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn 

away.  6 For of this sort are they which creep into houses, and lead captive silly women laden 
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with sins, led away with divers lusts,  7 Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge 

of the truth.  8 Now as Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, so do these also resist the truth: 

men of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the faith.  9 But they shall proceed no further: for 

their folly shall be manifest unto all men, as theirs also was.   (KJV) 

 

2 Tim 3:13 But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being 

deceived.   (KJV) 

 

2 Tim 4:3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own 

lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears;  4 And they shall turn away 

their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.   (KJV) 

 

Titus 1:10 For there are many unruly and vain talkers and deceivers, specially they of the 

circumcision:   (KJV) 

 

Heb 13:9 Be not carried about with divers and strange doctrines. For it is a good thing that the 

heart be established with grace; not with meats, which have not profited them that have been 

occupied therein.   (KJV) 

 

2 Pet 2:1 But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false 

teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that 

bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction.  2 And many shall follow their 

pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of.  3 And through 

covetousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise of you: whose judgment now of a 

long time lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not.  4 For if God spared not the angels 

that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be 

reserved unto judgment;  5 And spared not the old world, but saved Noah the eighth person, a 

preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood upon the world of the ungodly;  6 And turning 

the cities of Sodom and Gomorrha into ashes condemned them with an overthrow, making them 

an ensample unto those that after should live ungodly;  7 And delivered just Lot, vexed with the 

filthy conversation of the wicked:  8 (For that righteous man dwelling among them, in seeing and 

hearing, vexed his righteous soul from day to day with their unlawful deeds;)  9 The Lord 

knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of 

judgment to be punished:  10 But chiefly them that walk after the flesh in the lust of uncleanness, 

and despise government. Presumptuous are they, selfwilled, they are not afraid to speak evil of 

dignities.  11 Whereas angels, which are greater in power and might, bring not railing accusation 

against them before the Lord.  12 But these, as natural brute beasts, made to be taken and 

destroyed, speak evil of the things that they understand not; and shall utterly perish in their own 

corruption;  13 And shall receive the reward of unrighteousness, as they that count it pleasure to 

riot in the day time. Spots they are and blemishes, sporting themselves with their own deceivings 

while they feast with you;  14 Having eyes full of adultery, and that cannot cease from sin; 

beguiling unstable souls: an heart they have exercised with covetous practices; cursed children:    

 

2 Pet 3:3 Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their 

own lusts,   (KJV) 
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2 Pet 3:17 Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye also, being 

led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own stedfastness.   (KJV) 

 

I Jn 2:18 Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have heard that antichrist shall come, even 

now are there many antichrists; whereby we know that it is the last time.   (KJV) 

 

I Jn 4:1 Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because 

many false prophets are gone out into the world.   (KJV) 

 

Jude 1:4 For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this 

condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the 

only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ.   (KJV) 

 

Rev 12:9 And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which 

deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.   

(KJV) 

2 Cor 11:3 ... the simplicity that is in Christ.  (KJV) 

 

Rom 12:8 Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, let him do it with simplicity; he 

that ruleth, with diligence; he that sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness. 9 Let love be without 

dissimulation. Abhor that which is evil; cleave to that which is good. 10 Be kindly affectioned 

one to another with brotherly love; in honour preferring one another; 11 Not slothful in business; 

fervent in spirit; serving the Lord; 12 Rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation; continuing instant 

in prayer; 13 Distributing to the necessity of saints; given to hospitality. 14 Bless them which 

persecute you: bless, and curse not. 15 Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep with them 

that weep. 16 Be of the same mind one toward another. Mind not high things, but condescend to 

men of low estate. Be not wise in your own conceits. 17 Recompense to no man evil for evil. 

Provide things honest in the sight of all men. 18 If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live 

peaceably with all men. 19 Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto 

wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord. 20 Therefore if thine 

enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire 

on his head. 21 Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good.(KJV) 

 

Rom 16:16 Salute one another with an holy kiss. The churches of Christ salute you. 17 Now I 

beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine 

which ye have learned; and avoid them. 18 For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus 

Christ, but their own belly; and by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple. 

19 For your obedience is come abroad unto all men. I am glad therefore on your behalf: but yet I 

would have you wise unto that which is good, and simple concerning evil.(KJV) 

 

2 Cor 1:12 For our rejoicing is this, the testimony of our conscience, that in simplicity and godly 

sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom, but by the grace of God, we have had our conversation in the 

world, and more abundantly to you-ward.(KJV) 

 

2 Cor 11:3 ... additional  scriptures  (KJV) 
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Matt 6:22 The light of the body is the eye: if therefore thine eye be single, thy whole body shall 

be full of light.   (KJV) 

 

Matt 10:16 Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves: be ye therefore wise as 

serpents, and harmless as doves.   (KJV) 

 

Matt 13:39 The enemy that sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the world; and the 

reapers are the angels.   (KJV) 

 

Matt 23:33 Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of hell?   

(KJV) 

 

Matt 26:4 And consulted that they might take Jesus by subtilty, and kill him.   (KJV) 

 

Luke 11:34 The light of the body is the eye: therefore when thine eye is single, thy whole body 

also is full of light; but when thine eye is evil, thy body also is full of darkness.   (KJV) 

 

Acts 2:46 And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from 

house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart,   (KJV) 

 

Acts 13:10 And said, O full of all subtilty and all mischief, thou child of the devil, thou enemy of 

all righteousness, wilt thou not cease to pervert the right ways of the Lord?   (KJV) 

 

Rom 8:39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the 

love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.   (KJV) 

 

2 Cor 2:11 
11 Lest Satan should get an advantage of us: for we are not ignorant of his devices.   (KJV) 

 

2 Cor 11:14 And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. 15 Therefore 

it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose 

end shall be according to their works.(KJV) 

 

Eph 6:10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. 11 Put on 

the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12 For we 

wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers 

of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. 13 Wherefore take unto 

you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done 

all, to stand. 14 Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the 

breastplate of righteousness; 15 And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 

16 Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts 

of the wicked. 17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the 

word of God: 18 Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching 

thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints;(KJV) 
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1Thes 3:5 For this cause, when I could no longer forbear, I sent to know your faith, lest by some 

means the tempter have tempted you, and our labour be in vain.(KJV) 

 

II Th 2:8 And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit 

of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming: 9 Even him, whose coming is 

after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders, 10 And with all 

deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the 

truth, that they might be saved. 11 And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, 

that they should believe a lie: 12 That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, 

but had pleasure in unrighteousness.(KJV) 

 

James 3:15 This wisdom descendeth not from above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish. 16 For 

where envying and strife is, there is confusion and every evil work. 17 But the wisdom that is 

from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be intreated, full of mercy and good 

fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy. 18 And the fruit of righteousness is sown in 

peace of them that make peace. CHAPTER 4:1 From whence come wars and fightings among 

you? come they not hence, even of your lusts that war in your members? 2 Ye lust, and have not: 

ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye have not, because ye ask 

not. 3 Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts. 4 

Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with 

God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God. 5 Do ye think 

that the scripture saith in vain, The spirit that dwelleth in us lusteth to envy? 6 But he giveth 

more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble. 7 

Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8 Draw nigh to 

God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye 

double minded. 9 Be afflicted, and mourn, and weep: let your laughter be turned to mourning, 

and your joy to heaviness. 10 Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you 

up. (KJV) 

 

 
 

 

 


