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LABOUR NOT  

FOR THE MEAT WHICH PERISHETH 
John 6:24-29 

24 When the people therefore saw that Jesus was not there, neither his disciples, they also 

took shipping, and came to Capernaum, seeking for Jesus. 

25 And when they had found him on the other side of the sea, they said unto him, Rabbi, 

when camest thou hither? 

26 Jesus answered them and said, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Ye seek me, not because ye 

saw the miracles, but because ye did eat of the loaves, and were filled. 

27 Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth unto 

everlasting life, which the Son of man shall give unto you: for him hath God the Father sealed. 

28 Then said they unto him, What shall we do, that we might work the works of God? 

29 Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work of God, that ye believe on him 

whom he hath sent.(KJV) 

 

John 6:27 
27 (1)Labour not for the (2)meat which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth unto 

everlasting life, which the Son of man shall give unto you: for him hath God the Father sealed. 

(KJV) 

 

Definitions: (1)Labour not 2038  ergazomai (er-gad'-zom-ahee);middle voice from 2041; to toil 

(as a task, occupation, etc.), (by implication) effect, be engaged in or with, etc.: KJV-- commit, 

do, labor for, minister about, trade (by), work.1) to work, to labor, to do work 2) to trade, to 

make gains by trading, "do business" 3) to do, to work out a) to exercise, to perform, to commit 

b) to cause to exist, to produce 4) to work for, to earn by working, to acquire. 2041  ergon (er'-

gon);from a primary (but obsolete) ergo (to work); toil (as an effort or occupation); by 

implication, an act: KJV-- deed, doing, labour, work.1) business, employment, what anyone is 

occupied with, that which one undertakes to do, an enterprise, an undertaking 2) any product 

whatever, anything accomplished by hand, art, industry, or mind 3) an act, deed, thing done; the 

idea of working is emphasized in opposition to what is less than work.  (2)meat which perisheth 

1035  brosis (bro'-sis); from the base of 977; (abstractly) eating (literally or figuratively); by 

extension (concretely) food (literally or figuratively): KJV-- eating, food, meat.1) the act of 

eating in a wider sense, corrosion 2) what is eaten, food, ailment; used of the soul's food, either 

which refreshes the soul or nourishes and supports it; 977  bibrosko (bib-ro'-sko); a reduplicated 

and prolonged form of an obsolete primary verb [perhaps causative of 1006]; to eat: KJV-- eat.to 

eat 

John 6:27 ... the meat which perisheth,  (KJV) 

Matt 6:19-24 

19 Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and 

where thieves break through and steal: 

20 But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, 

and where thieves do not break through nor steal: 

21 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 

22 The light of the body is the eye: if therefore thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be 

full of light. 

23 But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness. If therefore the light that 
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is in thee be darkness, how great is that darkness! 

24 No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else 

he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.(KJV) 

 

Luke 10:40-42 
40 But Martha was cumbered about much serving, and came to him, and said, Lord, dost 

thou not care that my sister hath left me to serve alone? bid her therefore that she help me. 

41 And Jesus answered and said unto her, Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled 

about many things: 

42 But one thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen that good part, which shall not be taken 

away from her.(KJV) 

 

1 Cor 6:13-15 
13 Meats for the belly, and the belly for meats: but God shall destroy both it and them. Now 

the body is not for fornication, but for the Lord; and the Lord for the body. 

14 And God hath both raised up the Lord, and will also raise up us by his own power. 

15 Know ye not that your bodies are the members of Christ? shall I then take the members 

of Christ, and make them the members of an harlot? God forbid.(KJV) 

 

1 Cor 7:29-32 

29 But this I say, brethren, the time is short: it remaineth, that both they that have wives be 

as though they had none; 

30 And they that weep, as though they wept not; and they that rejoice, as though they 

rejoiced not; and they that buy, as though they possessed not; 

31 And they that use this world, as not abusing it: for the fashion of this world passeth away. 

32 But I would have you without carefulness. He that is unmarried careth for the things that 

belong to the Lord, how he may please the Lord:(KJV) 

 

2 Cor 4:18 
18 While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for 

the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal. (KJV) 

 

Col 2:22 
22 Which all are to perish with the using;) after the commandments and doctrines of men? 

(KJV) 

 

Col 3:1-4 
1 If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on 

the right hand of God. 

2 Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. 

3 For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. 

4 When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory. 

(KJV) 

 

Heb 12:16 
16 Lest there be any fornicator, or profane person, as Esau, who for one morsel of meat sold 
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his birthright.(KJV) 

 

James 1:11 
11 For the sun is no sooner risen with a burning heat, but it withereth the grass, and the 

flower thereof falleth, and the grace of the fashion of it perisheth: so also shall the rich man fade 

away in his ways.(KJV) 

 

James 1:12 

12 Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the 

crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him.(KJV) 

 

1 Pet 1:24-25 

24 For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass 

withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away: 

25 But the word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the word which by the gospel is 

preached unto you.(KJV) 

 

2 Pet 3:11-18 

11 Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to 

be in all holy conversation and godliness, 

12 Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being 

on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat? 

13 Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, 

wherein dwelleth righteousness. 

14 Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found 

of him in peace, without spot, and blameless. 

15 And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; even as our beloved brother 

Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him hath written unto you; 

16 As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some things hard 

to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other 

scriptures, unto their own destruction. 

17 Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye also, being led 

away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own stedfastness. 

18 But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be 

glory both now and for ever. Amen.(KJV) 

 

 
 

 


