
1 
 

COUNTED WORTHY TO SUFFER 
Acts 5:41 

 

Acts 5:16 There came also a multitude out of the cities round about unto Jerusalem, bringing 

sick folks, and them which were vexed with unclean spirits: and they were healed every one. 17 

Then the high priest rose up, and all they that were with him, (which is the sect of the 

Sadducees,) and were filled with indignation, 18 And laid their hands on the apostles, and put 

them in the common prison. 19 But the angel of the Lord by night opened the prison doors, and 

brought them forth, and said, 20 Go, stand and speak in the temple to the people all the words of 

this life. 21 And when they heard that, they entered into the temple early in the morning, and 

taught. But the high priest came, and they that were with him, and called the council together, 

and all the senate of the children of Israel, and sent to the prison to have them brought. 22 But 

when the officers came, and found them not in the prison, they returned, and told, 23 Saying, The 

prison truly found we shut with all safety, and the keepers standing without before the doors: but 

when we had opened, we found no man within. 24 Now when the high priest and the captain of 

the temple and the chief priests heard these things, they doubted of them whereunto this would 

grow. 25 Then came one and told them, saying, Behold, the men whom ye put in prison are 

standing in the temple, and teaching the people. 26 Then went the captain with the officers, and 

brought them without violence: for they feared the people, lest they should have been stoned. 27 

And when they had brought them, they set them before the council: and the high priest asked 

them, 28 Saying, Did not we straitly command you that ye should not teach in this name? and, 

behold, ye have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine, and intend to bring this man's blood upon 

us. 29 Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, We ought to obey God rather than 

men. 30 The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom ye slew and hanged on a tree. 31 Him 

hath God exalted with his right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance to 

Israel, and forgiveness of sins. 32 And we are his witnesses of these things; and so is also the 

Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to them that obey him. 33 When they heard that, they were 

cut to the heart, and took counsel to slay them. 34 Then stood there up one in the council, a 

Pharisee, named Gamaliel, a doctor of the law, had in reputation among all the people, and 

commanded to put the apostles forth a little space; 35 And said unto them, Ye men of Israel, take 

heed to yourselves what ye intend to do as touching these men. 36 For before these days rose up 

Theudas, boasting himself to be somebody; to whom a number of men, about four hundred, 

joined themselves: who was slain; and all, as many as obeyed him, were scattered, and brought 

to nought. 37 After this man rose up Judas of Galilee in the days of the taxing, and drew away 

much people after him: he also perished; and all, even as many as obeyed him, were dispersed. 

38 And now I say unto you, Refrain from these men, and let them alone: for if this counsel or 

this work be of men, it will come to nought: 39 But if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it; lest 

haply ye be found even to fight against God. 40 And to him they agreed: and when they had 

called the apostles, and beaten them, they commanded that they should not speak in the name of 

Jesus, and let them go. 41 And they departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they 

were counted worthy to suffer shame for his name. 42 And daily in the temple, and in every 

house, they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ. (KJV) 

 

Acts 5:41 And they departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that (1)they were 

counted worthy (2)to suffer shame for his name. (KJV) 
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Definitions: (1)they were counted worthy-2661  kataxioo (kat-ax-ee-o'-o); from 2596 and 515; 

to deem entirely deserving: KJV-- (ac-) count worthy.  515  axioo (ax-ee-o'-o);from 514; to deem 

entitled or fit: KJV-- desire, think good, count (think) worthy.     (2)to suffer shame for his 

name-818  atimazo (at-im-ad'-zo); from 820; to render infamous, i.e. (by implication) contemn or 

maltreat, insult, treat with contempt whether in word, deed, or thought: KJV-- despise, 

dishonour, suffer shame, entreat shamefully. 

 

Acts 5:41 ... rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer  (KJV) 

 

 Isa 61:10 I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for he hath 

clothed me with the garments of salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of righteousness, as 

a bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth herself with her jewels. 

(KJV) 

 

Isa 65:11 But ye are they that forsake the LORD, that forget my holy mountain, that prepare a 

table for that troop, and that furnish the drink offering unto that number. 12 Therefore will I 

number you to the sword, and ye shall all bow down to the slaughter: because when I called, ye 

did not answer; when I spake, ye did not hear; but did evil before mine eyes, and did choose that 

wherein I delighted not. 13 Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, my servants shall eat, 

but ye shall be hungry: behold, my servants shall drink, but ye shall be thirsty: behold, my 

servants shall rejoice, but ye shall be ashamed: 14 Behold, my servants shall sing for joy of heart, 

but ye shall cry for sorrow of heart, and shall howl for vexation of spirit. 15 And ye shall leave 

your name for a curse unto my chosen: for the Lord GOD shall slay thee, and call his servants by 

another name: (KJV) 

 

Isa 66:3 He that killeth an ox is as if he slew a man; he that sacrificeth a lamb, as if he cut off a 

dog's neck; he that offereth an oblation, as if he offered swine's blood; he that burneth incense, as 

if he blessed an idol. Yea, they have chosen their own ways, and their soul delighteth in their 

abominations. 4 I also will choose their delusions, and will bring their fears upon them; because 

when I called, none did answer; when I spake, they did not hear: but they did evil before mine 

eyes, and chose that in which I delighted not. 5 Hear the word of the LORD, ye that tremble at 

his word; Your brethren that hated you, that cast you out for my name's sake, said, Let the LORD 

be glorified: but he shall appear to your joy, and they shall be ashamed. (KJV) 

 

Matt 5:10 Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven. 11 Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall 

say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. 12 Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for 

great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you. 13 Ye 

are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted? it is 

thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men. 14 Ye are 

the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid. 15 Neither do men light a candle, 

and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house. 

16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your 

Father which is in heaven. (KJV) 

 

 

Luke 6:22 Blessed are ye, when men shall hate you, and when they shall separate you from their  
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company, and shall reproach you, and cast out your name as evil, for the Son of man's sake. 23 

Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for joy: for, behold, your reward is great in heaven: for in the 

like manner did their fathers unto the prophets. 24 But woe unto you that are rich! for ye have 

received your consolation. 25 Woe unto you that are full! for ye shall hunger. Woe unto you that 

laugh now! for ye shall mourn and weep. 26 Woe unto you, when all men shall speak well of 

you! for so did their fathers to the false prophets. 27 But I say unto you which hear, Love your 

enemies, do good to them which hate you, 28 Bless them that curse you, and pray for them 

which despitefully use you. 29 And unto him that smiteth thee on the one cheek offer also the 

other; and him that taketh away thy cloke forbid not to take thy coat also. 30 Give to every man 

that asketh of thee; and of him that taketh away thy goods ask them not again. 31 And as ye 

would that men should do to you, do ye also to them likewise. 32 For if ye love them which love 

you, what thank have ye? for sinners also love those that love them. 33 And if ye do good to 

them which do good to you, what thank have ye? for sinners also do even the same. 34 And if ye 

lend to them of whom ye hope to receive, what thank have ye? for sinners also lend to sinners, to 

receive as much again. 35 But love ye your enemies, and do good, and lend, hoping for nothing 

again; and your reward shall be great, and ye shall be the children of the Highest: for he is kind 

unto the unthankful and to the evil. 36 Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also is merciful. 

37 Judge not, and ye shall not be judged: condemn not, and ye shall not be condemned: forgive, 

and ye shall be forgiven: (KJV) 

 

Acts 16:17 The same followed Paul and us, and cried, saying, These men are the servants of the 

most high God, which shew unto us the way of salvation. 18 And this did she many days. But 

Paul, being grieved, turned and said to the spirit, I command thee in the name of Jesus Christ to 

come out of her. And he came out the same hour. 19 And when her masters saw that the hope of 

their gains was gone, they caught Paul and Silas, and drew them into the marketplace unto the 

rulers, 20 And brought them to the magistrates, saying, These men, being Jews, do exceedingly 

trouble our city, 21 And teach customs, which are not lawful for us to receive, neither to observe, 

being Romans. 22 And the multitude rose up together against them: and the magistrates rent off 

their clothes, and commanded to beat them. 23 And when they had laid many stripes upon them, 

they cast them into prison, charging the jailor to keep them safely: 24 Who, having received such 

a charge, thrust them into the inner prison, and made their feet fast in the stocks. 25 And at 

midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God: and the prisoners heard them. 26 

And suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken: 

and immediately all the doors were opened, and every one's bands were loosed. 27 And the 

keeper of the prison awaking out of his sleep, and seeing the prison doors open, he drew out his 

sword, and would have killed himself, supposing that the prisoners had been fled. 28 But Paul 

cried with a loud voice, saying, Do thyself no harm: for we are all here. 29 Then he called for a 

light, and sprang in, and came trembling, and fell down before Paul and Silas, 30 And brought 

them out, and said, Sirs, what must I do to be saved? 31 And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus 

Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house. 32 And they spake unto him the word of the Lord, 

and to all that were in his house. 33 And he took them the same hour of the night, and washed 

their stripes; and was baptized, he and all his, straightway. 34 And when he had brought them 

into his house, he set meat before them, and rejoiced, believing in God with all his house. 35 And 

when it was day, the magistrates sent the serjeants, saying, Let those men go. 36 And the keeper 

of the prison told this saying to Paul, The magistrates have sent to let you go: now therefore 

depart, and go in peace. (KJV) 
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Rom 5:1 Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ: 2 By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in 

hope of the glory of God. 3 And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that 

tribulation worketh patience; 4 And patience, experience; and experience, hope: 5 And hope 

maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost 

which is given unto us. 6 For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the 

ungodly. 7 For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for a good man some 

would even dare to die. 8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet 

sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be 

saved from wrath through him. 10 For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by 

the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life. 11 And not only 

so, but we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the 

atonement. (KJV) 

 

2 Cor 12:1 It is not expedient for me doubtless to glory. I will come to visions and revelations of 

the Lord. 2 I knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago, (whether in the body, I cannot tell; 

or whether out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) such an one caught up to the third 

heaven. 3 And I knew such a man, (whether in the body, or out of the body, I cannot tell: God 

knoweth;) 4 How that he was caught up into paradise, and heard unspeakable words, which it is 

not lawful for a man to utter. 5 Of such an one will I glory: yet of myself I will not glory, but in 

mine infirmities. 6 For though I would desire to glory, I shall not be a fool; for I will say the 

truth: but now I forbear, lest any man should think of me above that which he seeth me to be, or 

that he heareth of me. 7 And lest I should be exalted above measure through the abundance of 

the revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, 

lest I should be exalted above measure. 8 For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might 

depart from me. 9 And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made 

perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of 

Christ may rest upon me. 10 Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, 

in persecutions, in distresses for Christ's sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong. 11 I am 

become a fool in glorying; ye have compelled me: for I ought to have been commended of you: 

for in nothing am I behind the very chiefest apostles, though I be nothing.  

 

Phil 1:27 Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ: that whether I come 

and see you, or else be absent, I may hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one 

mind striving together for the faith of the gospel; 28 And in nothing terrified by your adversaries: 

which is to them an evident token of perdition, but to you of salvation, and that of God. 29 For 

unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for his 

sake; 30 Having the same conflict which ye saw in me, and now hear to be in me. (KJV) 

 

Heb 10:16 This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, saith the Lord, I will 

put my laws into their hearts, and in their minds will I write them; 17 And their sins and 

iniquities will I remember no more. 18 Now where remission of these is, there is no more 

offering for sin. 19 Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of 

Jesus, 20 By a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to 

say, his flesh; 21 And having an high priest over the house of God; 22 Let us draw near with a 

true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and 

our bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without 
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wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;) 24 And let us consider one another to provoke unto 

love and to good works: 25 Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of 

some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching. 26 For 

if we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more 

sacrifice for sins 27 But a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, which 

shall devour the adversaries. 28 He that despised Moses' law died without mercy under two or 

three witnesses: 29 Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who 

hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith 

he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace? 30 For we 

know him that hath said, Vengeance belongeth unto me, I will recompense, saith the Lord. And 

again, The Lord shall judge his people. 31 It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living 

God. 32 But call to remembrance the former days, in which, after ye were illuminated, ye 

endured a great fight of afflictions; 33 Partly, whilst ye were made a gazingstock both by 

reproaches and afflictions; and partly, whilst ye became companions of them that were so used. 

34 For ye had compassion of me in my bonds, and took joyfully the spoiling of your goods, 

knowing in yourselves that ye have in heaven a better and an enduring substance. 35 Cast not 

away therefore your confidence, which hath great recompence of reward. 36 For ye have need of 

patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, ye might receive the promise. 37 For yet a 

little while, and he that shall come will come, and will not tarry. 38 Now the just shall live by 

faith: but if any man draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in him. 39 But we are not of 

them who draw back unto perdition; but of them that believe to the saving of the soul. (KJV) 

 

James 1:1 James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes which are 

scattered abroad, greeting. 2 My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; 3 

Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience. 4 But let patience have her perfect 

work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing. 5 If any of you lack wisdom, let him 

ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him. 6 But 

let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with 

the wind and tossed. 7 For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord. 8 A 

double minded man is unstable in all his ways. 9 Let the brother of low degree rejoice in that he 

is exalted: 10 But the rich, in that he is made low: because as the flower of the grass he shall pass 

away. 11 For the sun is no sooner risen with a burning heat, but it withereth the grass, and the 

flower thereof falleth, and the grace of the fashion of it perisheth: so also shall the rich man fade 

away in his ways. 12 Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall 

receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him. 13 Let no man 

say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither 

tempteth he any man: 14 But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and 

enticed. 15 Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, 

bringeth forth death. (KJV) 

 

1 Pet 4:1 Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise 

with the same mind: for he that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin; 2 That he no 

longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh to the lusts of men, but to the will of God. 3 

For the time past of our life may suffice us to have wrought the will of the Gentiles, when we 

walked in lasciviousness, lusts, excess of wine, revellings, banquetings, and abominable 

idolatries: 4 Wherein they think it strange that ye run not with them to the same excess of riot, 

speaking evil of you: 5 Who shall give account to him that is ready to judge the quick and the 
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dead. 6 For for this cause was the gospel preached also to them that are dead, that they might be 

judged according to men in the flesh, but live according to God in the spirit. 7 But the end of all 

things is at hand: be ye therefore sober, and watch unto prayer. 8 And above all things have 

fervent charity among yourselves: for charity shall cover the multitude of sins. 9 Use hospitality 

one to another without grudging. 10 As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the 

same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. 11 If any man speak, let 

him speak as the oracles of God; if any man minister, let him do it as of the ability which God 

giveth: that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and 

dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 12 Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial 

which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you: 13 But rejoice, inasmuch 

as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad 

also with exceeding joy. 14 If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye; for the 

spirit of glory and of God resteth upon you: on their part he is evil spoken of, but on your part he 

is glorified. 15 But let none of you suffer as a murderer, or as a thief, or as an evildoer, or as a 

busybody in other men's matters. 16 Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be 

ashamed; but let him glorify God on this behalf. 17 For the time is come that judgment must 

begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not 

the gospel of God? 18 And if the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly and the 

sinner appear? 19 Wherefore let them that suffer according to the will of God commit the 

keeping of their souls to him in well doing, as unto a faithful Creator. (KJV) 

 

Acts 5:41 ... shame for his name.  (KJV) 

 

Heb 12:1 Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let 

us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience 

the race that is set before us, 2 Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for 

the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the 

right hand of the throne of God. 3 For consider him that endured such contradiction of sinners 

against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds. 4 Ye have not yet resisted unto 

blood, striving against sin. 5 And ye have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you as 

unto children, My son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art 

rebuked of him: 6 For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he 

receiveth. 7 If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom 

the father chasteneth not? 8 But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are 

ye bastards, and not sons. 9 Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh which corrected us, 

and we gave them reverence: shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits, 

and live? 10 For they verily for a few days chastened us after their own pleasure; but he for our 

profit, that we might be partakers of his holiness. 11 Now no chastening for the present seemeth 

to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness 

unto them which are exercised thereby. 12 Wherefore lift up the hands which hang down, and the 

feeble knees; 13 And make straight paths for your feet, lest that which is lame be turned out of 

the way; but let it rather be healed. 14 Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no 

man shall see the Lord: 15 Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace of God; lest any root 

of bitterness springing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled; 16 Lest there be any 

fornicator, or profane person, as Esau, who for one morsel of meat sold his birthright. 17 For ye 

know how that afterward, when he would have inherited the blessing, he was rejected: for he 

found no place of repentance, though he sought it carefully with tears. (KJV) 
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1 Pet 1:1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the strangers scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, 

Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 2 Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, 

through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: 

Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied. 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and 

that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, 5 Who are kept by the power of God through 

faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though 

now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations: 7 That the trial of 

your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, 

might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ: 8 Whom 

having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy 

unspeakable and full of glory: 9 Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls. 

10 Of which salvation the prophets have inquired and searched diligently, who prophesied of the 

grace that should come unto you: 11 Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ 

which was in them did signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the 

glory that should follow. 12 Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto us 

they did minister the things, which are now reported unto you by them that have preached the 

gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven; which things the angels desire to 

look into. 13 Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the 

grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 14 As obedient children, not 

fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance: 15 But as he which hath 

called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; 16 Because it is written, Be ye 

holy; for I am holy. 17 And if ye call on the Father, who without respect of persons judgeth 

according to every man's work, pass the time of your sojourning here in fear: 18 Forasmuch as 

ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain 

conversation received by tradition from your fathers; 19 But with the precious blood of Christ, as 

of a lamb without blemish and without spot: 20 Who verily was foreordained before the 

foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you, 21 Who by him do believe 

in God, that raised him up from the dead, and gave him glory; that your faith and hope might be 

in God. 22 Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto 

unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently: 23 Being 

born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and 

abideth for ever. 24 For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. The 

grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away: 25 But the word of the Lord endureth for 

ever. And this is the word which by the gospel is preached unto you. (KJV) 

 


