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WOE BE UNTO THE PASTORS 
Jer 23:1 Woe be unto the (1)pastors that (2)destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! saith 

the LORD.  2 Therefore thus saith the LORD God of Israel against the pastors that feed my 

people; Ye have scattered my flock, and driven them away, and have not visited them: behold, I 

will visit upon you the evil of your doings, saith the LORD. (KJV) 

Definitions 

(1)pastors-7462  ra` ah (raw-aw');a primitive root; to tend a flock; i.e. pasture it; intransitively, 

to graze (literally or figuratively); generally to rule; by extension, to associate with (as a friend):  

KJV-- X break, companion, keep company with, feed, herdman, keep [sheeper]-), pastor, +, 

shepherd. 

 

(2)destroy-6  'abad (aw-bad'); a primitive root; properly, to wander away, i.e. lose oneself; by 

implication to perish (causative, destroy): KJV-- break, destroy (-uction), + not escape, fail, lose, 

(cause to, make) perish, spend, X and surely, take, be undone, X utterly, be void of, have no way 

to flee. 

Jer 23:1 ... Woe be unto the  (KJV) 

Jer 2:7-8 

7 And I brought you into a plentiful country, to eat the fruit thereof and the goodness thereof; but 

when ye entered, ye defiled my land, and made mine heritage an abomination. 8 The priests said 

not, Where is the LORD? and they that handle the law knew me not: the pastors also 

transgressed against me, and the prophets prophesied by Baal, and walked after things that do not 

profit. (KJV) 

 

Jer 2:25-29 

25 Withhold thy foot from being unshod, and thy throat from thirst: but thou saidst, There is no 

hope: no; for I have loved strangers, and after them will I go. 26 As the thief is ashamed when he 

is found, so is the house of Israel ashamed; they, their kings, their princes, and their priests, and 

their prophets, 27 Saying to a stock, Thou art my father; and to a stone, Thou hast brought me 

forth: for they have turned their back unto me, and not their face: but in the time of their trouble 

they will say, Arise, and save us. 28 But where are thy gods that thou hast made thee? let them 

arise, if they can save thee in the time of thy trouble: for according to the number of thy cities are 

thy gods, O Judah. 29 Wherefore will ye plead with me? ye all have transgressed against me, 

saith the LORD. (KJV) 

 

Ezek 13:1-4 

1 And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 2 Son of man, prophesy against the 

prophets of Israel that prophesy, and say thou unto them that prophesy out of their own hearts, 

Hear ye the word of the LORD; 3 Thus saith the Lord GOD; Woe unto the foolish prophets, that 

follow their own spirit, and have seen nothing! 4 O Israel, thy prophets are like the foxes in the 

deserts. (KJV) 

 

Ezek 34:1-5 

1 And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 2 Son of man, prophesy against the 

shepherds of Israel, prophesy, and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD unto the shepherds; 

Woe be to the shepherds of Israel that do feed themselves! should not the shepherds feed the 

flocks? 3 Ye eat the fat, and ye clothe you with the wool, ye kill them that are fed: but ye feed 

not the flock. 4 The diseased have ye not strengthened, neither have ye healed that which was 
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sick, neither have ye bound up that which was broken, neither have ye brought again that which 

was driven away, neither have ye sought that which was lost; but with force and with cruelty 

have ye ruled them. 5 And they were scattered, because there is no shepherd: and they became 

meat to all the beasts of the field, when they were scattered. (KJV) 

 

Zech 11:17 Woe to the idol shepherd that leaveth the flock! the sword shall be upon his arm, and 

upon his right eye: his arm shall be clean dried up, and his right eye shall be utterly darkened. 

(KJV) 

 

Matt 23:13-39 

13 But woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye shut up the kingdom of heaven 

against men: for ye neither go in yourselves, neither suffer ye them that are entering to go in. 14 

Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye devour widows' houses, and for a 

pretence make long prayer: therefore ye shall receive the greater damnation. 15 Woe unto you, 

scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye compass sea and land to make one proselyte, and when 

he is made, ye make him twofold more the child of hell than yourselves. 16 Woe unto you, ye 

blind guides, which say, Whosoever shall swear by the temple, it is nothing; but whosoever shall 

swear by the gold of the temple, he is a debtor! 17 Ye fools and blind: for whether is greater, the 

gold, or the temple that sanctifieth the gold? 18 And, Whosoever shall swear by the altar, it is 

nothing; but whosoever sweareth by the gift that is upon it, he is guilty. 19 Ye fools and blind: 

for whether is greater, the gift, or the altar that sanctifieth the gift? 20 Whoso therefore shall 

swear by the altar, sweareth by it, and by all things thereon. 21 And whoso shall swear by the 

temple, sweareth by it, and by him that dwelleth therein. 22 And he that shall swear by heaven, 

sweareth by the throne of God, and by him that sitteth thereon. 23 Woe unto you, scribes and 

Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted the 

weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to 

leave the other undone. 24 Ye blind guides, which strain at a gnat, and swallow a camel. 25 Woe 

unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye make clean the outside of the cup and of the 

platter, but within they are full of extortion and excess. 26  Thou blind Pharisee, cleanse first that 

which is within the cup and platter, that the outside of them may be clean also. 27 Woe unto you, 

scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited sepulchres, which indeed appear 

beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men's bones, and of all uncleanness. 28 Even so ye 

also outwardly appear righteous unto men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity. 29 

Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! because ye build the tombs of the prophets, and 

garnish the sepulchres of the righteous, 30 And say, If we had been in the days of our fathers, we 

would not have been partakers with them in the blood of the prophets. 31 Wherefore ye be 

witnesses unto yourselves, that ye are the children of them which killed the prophets. 32 Fill ye 

up then the measure of your fathers. 33 Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye escape 

the damnation of hell? 34 Wherefore, behold, I send unto you prophets, and wise men, and 

scribes: and some of them ye shall kill and crucify; and some of them shall ye scourge in your 

synagogues, and persecute them from city to city: 35 That upon you may come all the righteous 

blood shed upon the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel unto the blood of Zacharias son of 

Barachias, whom ye slew between the temple and the altar. 36 Verily I say unto you, All these 

things shall come upon this generation. 37 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, 

and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children 

together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not! 38 Behold, 
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your house is left unto you desolate. 39 For I say unto you, Ye shall not see me henceforth, till ye 

shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. (KJV) 

 

Luke 11:42-54 

42 But woe unto you, Pharisees! for ye tithe mint and rue and all manner of herbs, and pass over 

judgment and the love of God: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone. 43 

Woe unto you, Pharisees! for ye love the uppermost seats in the synagogues, and greetings in the 

markets. 44 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are as graves which appear 

not, and the men that walk over them are not aware of them. 45 Then answered one of the 

lawyers, and said unto him, Master, thus saying thou reproachest us also. 46 And he said, Woe 

unto you also, ye lawyers! for ye lade men with burdens grievous to be borne, and ye yourselves 

touch not the burdens with one of your fingers. 47 Woe unto you! for ye build the sepulchres of 

the prophets, and your fathers killed them. 48 Truly ye bear witness that ye allow the deeds of 

your fathers: for they indeed killed them, and ye build their sepulchres. 49 Therefore also said 

the wisdom of God, I will send them prophets and apostles, and some of them they shall slay and 

persecute: 50 That the blood of all the prophets, which was shed from the foundation of the 

world, may be required of this generation; 51 From the blood of Abel unto the blood of 

Zacharias, which perished between the altar and the temple: verily I say unto you, It shall be 

required of this generation. 52 Woe unto you, lawyers! for ye have taken away the key of 

knowledge: ye entered not in yourselves, and them that were entering in ye hindered. 53 And as 

he said these things unto them, the scribes and the Pharisees began to urge him vehemently, and 

to provoke him to speak of many things: 54 Laying wait for him, and seeking to catch something 

out of his mouth, that they might accuse him. (KJV) 

 

Jer 23:1 ... pastors that destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture!  (KJV) 

 

Isa 56:9-12 

9 All ye beasts of the field, come to devour, yea, all ye beasts in the forest. 10 His watchmen are 

blind: they are all ignorant, they are all dumb dogs, they cannot bark; sleeping, lying down, 

loving to slumber. 11 Yea, they are greedy dogs which can never have enough, and they are 

shepherds that cannot understand: they all look to their own way, every one for his gain, from his 

quarter. 12 Come ye, say they, I will fetch wine, and we will fill ourselves with strong drink; and 

to morrow shall be as this day, and much more abundant. (KJV) 

 

Jer 10:20-21 

20 My tabernacle is spoiled, and all my cords are broken: my children are gone forth of me, and 

they are not: there is none to stretch forth my tent any more, and to set up my curtains. 21 For the 

pastors are become brutish, and have not sought the LORD: therefore they shall not prosper, and 

all their flocks shall be scattered. (KJV) 

 

Jer 12:10-11 

10 Many pastors have destroyed my vineyard, they have trodden my portion under foot, they 

have made my pleasant portion a desolate wilderness. 11 They have made it desolate, and being 

desolate it mourneth unto me; the whole land is made desolate, because no man layeth it to heart. 

(KJV) 
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Jer 22:21-22 

21 I spake unto thee in thy prosperity; but thou saidst, I will not hear. This hath been thy manner 

from thy youth, that thou obeyedst not my voice. 22 The wind shall eat up all thy pastors, and thy 

lovers shall go into captivity: surely then shalt thou be ashamed and confounded for all thy 

wickedness. (KJV) 

 

Jer 23:2 Therefore thus saith the LORD God of Israel against the pastors that feed my people; 

Ye have scattered my flock, and driven them away, and have not visited them: behold, I will visit 

upon you the evil of your doings, saith the LORD. (KJV) 

 

Jer 23:11-17 

11 For both prophet and priest are profane; yea, in my house have I found their wickedness, saith 

the LORD. 12 Wherefore their way shall be unto them as slippery ways in the darkness: they 

shall be driven on, and fall therein: for I will bring evil upon them, even the year of their 

visitation, saith the LORD. 13 And I have seen folly in the prophets of Samaria; they prophesied 

in Baal, and caused my people Israel to err. 14 I have seen also in the prophets of Jerusalem an 

horrible thing: they commit adultery, and walk in lies: they strengthen also the hands of 

evildoers, that none doth return from his wickedness: they are all of them unto me as Sodom, and 

the inhabitants thereof as Gomorrah. 15 Therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts concerning the 

prophets; Behold, I will feed them with wormwood, and make them drink the water of gall: for 

from the prophets of Jerusalem is profaneness gone forth into all the land. 16 Thus saith the 

LORD of hosts, Hearken not unto the words of the prophets that prophesy unto you: they make 

you vain: they speak a vision of their own heart, and not out of the mouth of the LORD. 17 They 

say still unto them that despise me, The LORD hath said, Ye shall have peace; and they say unto 

every one that walketh after the imagination of his own heart, No evil shall come upon you. 

(KJV) 

 

Jer 25:34-36 

34 Howl, ye shepherds, and cry; and wallow yourselves in the ashes, ye principal of the flock: 

for the days of your slaughter and of your dispersions are accomplished; and ye shall fall like a 

pleasant vessel. 35 And the shepherds shall have no way to flee, nor the principal of the flock to 

escape. 36 A voice of the cry of the shepherds, and an howling of the principal of the flock, shall 

be heard: for the LORD hath spoiled their pasture. (KJV) 

 

Jer 50:6 My people hath been lost sheep: their shepherds have caused them to go astray, they 

have turned them away on the mountains: they have gone from mountain to hill, they have 

forgotten their restingplace. (KJV) 

 

Ezek 22:25-29 

25 There is a conspiracy of her prophets in the midst thereof, like a roaring lion ravening the 

prey; they have devoured souls; they have taken the treasure and precious things; they have made 

her many widows in the midst thereof. 26 Her priests have violated my law, and have profaned 

mine holy things: they have put no difference between the holy and profane, neither have they 

shewed difference between the unclean and the clean, and have hid their eyes from my sabbaths, 

and I am profaned among them. 27 Her princes in the midst thereof are like wolves ravening the 

prey, to shed blood, and to destroy souls, to get dishonest gain. 28 And her prophets have daubed 

them with untempered morter, seeing vanity, and divining lies unto them, saying, Thus saith the 
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Lord GOD, when the LORD hath not spoken. 29 The people of the land have used oppression, 

and exercised robbery, and have vexed the poor and needy: yea, they have oppressed the stranger 

wrongfully. (KJV) 

 

Ezek 34:1-10 

1 And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 2 Son of man, prophesy against the 

shepherds of Israel, prophesy, and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD unto the shepherds; 

Woe be to the shepherds of Israel that do feed themselves! should not the shepherds feed the 

flocks? 3 Ye eat the fat, and ye clothe you with the wool, ye kill them that are fed: but ye feed 

not the flock. 4 The diseased have ye not strengthened, neither have ye healed that which was 

sick, neither have ye bound up that which was broken, neither have ye brought again that which 

was driven away, neither have ye sought that which was lost; but with force and with cruelty 

have ye ruled them. 5 And they were scattered, because there is no shepherd: and they became 

meat to all the beasts of the field, when they were scattered. 6 My sheep wandered through all 

the mountains, and upon every high hill: yea, my flock was scattered upon all the face of the 

earth, and none did search or seek after them. 7 Therefore, ye shepherds, hear the word of the 

LORD; 8 As I live, saith the Lord GOD, surely because my flock became a prey, and my flock 

became meat to every beast of the field, because there was no shepherd, neither did my 

shepherds search for my flock, but the shepherds fed themselves, and fed not my flock; 9 

Therefore, O ye shepherds, hear the word of the LORD; 10 Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I 

am against the shepherds; and I will require my flock at their hand, and cause them to cease from 

feeding the flock; neither shall the shepherds feed themselves any more; for I will deliver my 

flock from their mouth, that they may not be meat for them. (KJV) 

 

Micah 3:11-12 

11 The heads thereof judge for reward, and the priests thereof teach for hire, and the prophets 

thereof divine for money: yet will they lean upon the LORD, and say, Is not the LORD among 

us? none evil can come upon us. 12 Therefore shall Zion for your sake be plowed as a field, and 

Jerusalem shall become heaps, and the mountain of the house as the high places of the forest. 

(KJV) 

 

Zeph 3:1-4 

1 Woe to her that is filthy and polluted, to the oppressing city! 2 She obeyed not the voice; she 

received not correction; she trusted not in the LORD; she drew not near to her God. 3 Her 

princes within her are roaring lions; her judges are evening wolves; they gnaw not the bones till 

the morrow. 4 Her prophets are light and treacherous persons: her priests have polluted the 

sanctuary, they have done violence to the law. (KJV) 

 

Zech 11:3-7 

3 There is a voice of the howling of the shepherds; for their glory is spoiled: a voice of the 

roaring of young lions; for the pride of Jordan is spoiled. 4 Thus saith the LORD my God; Feed 

the flock of the slaughter; 5 Whose possessors slay them, and hold themselves not guilty: and 

they that sell them say, Blessed be the LORD; for I am rich: and their own shepherds pity them 

not. 6 For I will no more pity the inhabitants of the land, saith the LORD: but, lo, I will deliver 

the men every one into his neighbour's hand, and into the hand of his king: and they shall smite 

the land, and out of their hand I will not deliver them. 7 And I will feed the flock of slaughter, 



6 

 

even you, O poor of the flock. And I took unto me two staves; the one I called Beauty, and the 

other I called Bands; and I fed the flock. (KJV) 

 

Matt 9:35-38 

35 And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching 

the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease among the people. 36 

But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion on them, because they fainted, 

and were scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd. 37 Then saith he unto his disciples, The 

harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few; 38 Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, 

that he will send forth labourers into his harvest. (KJV) 

 

Matt 15:12-14 

12 Then came his disciples, and said unto him, Knowest thou that the Pharisees were offended, 

after they heard this saying? 13 But he answered and said, Every plant, which my heavenly 

Father hath not planted, shall be rooted up. 14 Let them alone: they be blind leaders of the blind. 

And if the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch. (KJV) 

 

John 10:7-18 

7 Then said Jesus unto them again, Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the door of the sheep. 8 

All that ever came before me are thieves and robbers: but the sheep did not hear them. 9 I am the 

door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture. 10 

The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have 

life, and that they might have it more abundantly. 11 I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd 

giveth his life for the sheep. 12 But he that is an hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own the 

sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth: and the wolf catcheth 

them, and scattereth the sheep. 13 The hireling fleeth, because he is an hireling, and careth not 

for the sheep. 14 I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine. 15 As the 

Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father: and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 And 

other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear my 

voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd. 17 Therefore doth my Father love me, 

because I lay down my life, that I might take it again. 18 No man taketh it from me, but I lay it 

down of myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This 

commandment have I received of my Father. (KJV) 

 

Acts 20:27-35 

27 For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God. 28 Take heed therefore 

unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to 

feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood. 29 For I know this, that 

after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock. 30 Also of 

your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them. 31 

Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of three years I ceased not to warn every one 

night and day with tears. 32 And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word of his 

grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance among all them which are 

sanctified. 33 I have coveted no man's silver, or gold, or apparel. 34 Yea, ye yourselves know, 

that these hands have ministered unto my necessities, and to them that were with me. 35 I have 

shewed you all things, how that so labouring ye ought to support the weak, and to remember the 

words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed to give than to receive. (KJV) 


