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THE 

NEW TESTAMENT BOOKS OUTLINED 

 

Matthew    

(Book outline from Nelson's Bible Dictionary) 

 

Part One: The Presentation of the King (1:1-4:11) 

 

I. The Advent of the King 1:1-2:23 

II. The Announcer of the King 3:1-12 

III. The Approval of the King 3:13-4:11 

 

Part Two: The Proclamation of the King (4:12-7:29) 

 

I. The Background for the Sermon 4:12-25 

II. The Sermon on the Mount 5:1-7:29 

 

Part Three: The Power of the King (8:1-11:1) 

 

I. The Demonstration of the King's Power 8:1-9:34 

II. The Delegation of the King's Power 9:35-11:1 

 

Part Four: The Progressive Rejection of the King (11:2-16:12) 

 

I. The Beginning of Rejection 11:2-30 

II. The Rejection of Christ by the Pharisees 12:1-50 

III. The Consequences of the Rejection 13:1-53 

IV. The Continuing Rejection of the King 13:54-16:12 

 

Part Five: The Preparation of the King's Disciples (16:13-20:28) 

 

I. Revelation of Great Truths 16:13-17:13 

II. The Instruction in View of Rejection 17:14-20:28 

 

Part Six: The Presentation and Rejection of the King (20:29-27:66) 

 

I. The Blind Men Recognize the King 20:29-34 

II. The Public Presentation of the King 21:1-17 

III. The Nation Respects the King 21:18-22:46 

IV. The King Rejects the Nation 23:1-39 

V. The Predictions of the King's Second Coming 24:1-25:46 

VI. The Passion of the King 26:1-27:66 

 

Part Seven: The Proof of the King (28:1-20) 

 

I. The Empty Tomb 28:1-8 
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II. The Appearance of Jesus to the Women 28:9-10 

III. The Bribery of the Soldiers 28:11-15 

IV. The Appearance of Jesus to the Disciples 28:16-17 

V. The Great Commission 28:18-20 

 

(C) 1986 by Thomas Nelson Publishers. All rights reserved. 

 

Mark    

(Book outline from Nelson's Bible Dictionary) 

 

Part One: The Presentation of the Servant (1:1-2:12) 

 

I. The Forerunner of the Servant 1:1-8 

II. The Baptism of the Servant 1:9-11 

III. The Temptation of the Servant 1:12-13 

IV. The Mission of the Servant 1:14-2:12 

 

Part Two: The Opposition to the Servant (2:13-8:26) 

 

I. The Initial Opposition to the Servant 2:13-3:35 

II. The Parables of the Servant 4:1-34 

III. The Miracles of the Servant 4:35-5:43 

IV. The Growing Opposition to the Servant 6:1-8:26 

 

Part Three: The Instruction by the Servant (8:27-10:52) 

 

I. Peter's Confession of Christ 8:27-33 

II. Cost of Discipleship 8:34-9:1 

III. The Transfiguration 9:2-13 

IV. Demon-possessed Son is Delivered 9:14-29 

V. Jesus Foretells His Death 9:30-32 

VI. Jesus Teaches to Prepare the Disciples 9:33-10:45 

VII. Blind Bartimaeus Is Healed 10:46-52 

 

Part Four: The Rejection of the Servant (11:1-15:47) 

 

I. The Formal Presentation of the Servant 11:1-19 

II. The Instruction on Prayer 11:20-26 

III. The Opposition by the Leaders 11:27-12:44 

IV. The Instruction on the Future 13:1-37 

V. The Passion of the Servant 14:1-15:47 

 

Part Five: The Resurrection of the Servant (16:1-20) 

 

I. The Resurrection of Jesus 16:1-8 

II. The Appearances of Jesus 16:9-18 
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III. The Ascension of Jesus 16:19-20 
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Luke    

(Book outline from Nelson's Bible Dictionary) 

 

Part One: The Introduction of the Son of Man (1:1-4:13) 

 

I. The Purpose and Method of Luke's Gospel 1:1-4 

II. The Events Preceding Christ's Birth 1:5-56 

III. The Events Accompanying Christ's Birth 1:57-2:38 

IV. The Events During Christ's Childhood 2:39-52 

V. The Events Preceding Christ's Presentation 3:1-4:13 

 

Part Two: The Ministry of the Son of Man (4:14-9:50) 

 

I. The Presentation of Christ 4:14-30 

II. The Demonstration of Christ's Powers 4:31-5:28 

III. The Explanation of Christ's Program 5:29-6:49 

IV. The Expansion of Christ's Program 7:1-9:50 

 

Part Three: The Rejection of the Son of Man (9:51-19:27) 

 

I. The Increasing Opposition to Christ 9:51-11:54 

II. The Instruction in View of Christ's Rejection 12:1-19:27 

 

Part Four: The Crucifixion and Resurrection of the Son of Man (19:28-24:53) 

 

I. The Last Week of Christ 19:28-23:56 

II. The Victory of Christ 24:1-53 
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John    

(Book outline from Nelson's Bible Dictionary) 

 

Part One: The Incarnation of the Son of God (1:1-18) 

 

I. The Deity of Christ 1:1-2 

II. The Preincarnate Work of Christ 1:3-5 

III. The Forerunner of Christ 1:6-8 

IV. The Rejection of Christ 1:9-11 

V. The Acceptance of Christ 1:12-13 

VI. The Incarnation of Christ 1:14-18 

 

Part Two: The Presentation of the Son of God (1:19-4:54) 
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I. The Presentation of Christ by John the Baptist 1:19-34 

II. The Presentation of Christ to John's Disciples 1:35-51 

III. The Presentation of Christ in Galilee 2:1-12 

IV. The Presentation of Christ in Judea 2:13-3:36 

V. The Presentation of Christ in Samaria 4:1-42 

VI. The Presentation of Christ in Galilee 4:43-54 

 

Part Three: The Opposition to the Son of God (5:1-12:50) 

 

I. The Opposition at the Feast in Jerusalem 5:1-47 

II. The Opposition during Passover Time in Galilee 6:1-71 

III. The Opposition at the Feast of Tabernacles In Jerusalem 7:1-10:21 

IV. The Opposition at the Feast of Dedication in Jerusalem 10:22-42 

V. The Opposition at Bethany 11:1-12:11 

VI. The Opposition at Jerusalem 12:12-50 

 

Part Four: The Preparation of the Disciples (13:1-17:26) 

 

I. The Preparation in the Upper Room 13:1-14:31 

II. The Preparation on the Way to the Garden 15:1-17:26 

 

Part Five: The Crucifixion and Resurrection (18:1-21:25) 

 

I. The Rejection of Christ 18:1-19:16 

II. The Crucifixion of Christ 19:17-37 

III. The Burial of Christ 19:38-42 

IV. The Resurrection of Christ 20:1-10 

V. The Appearances of Christ 20:11-21:25 
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Acts    

(Book outline from Nelson's Bible Dictionary) 

 

Part One: The Witness in Jerusalem (1:1-8:3) 

 

I. The Power of the Church 1:1-2:47 

 

A. Introduction to Acts 1:1-3 

B. Appearances of the Resurrected Christ 1:4-8 

C. Ascension of Christ 1:9-11 

D. Anticipation of the Holy Spirit 1:12-14 

E. Appointment of Matthias 1:15-26 

F. Filling with the Holy Spirit 2:1-4 

G. Speaking with Other Tongues 2:5-13 

H. Peter Explains Pentecost 2:14-39 
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II. Practices of the Early Church 2:40-47 

III. The Progress of the Church 3:1-8:3 

 

A. Peter Heals the Lame Man 3:1-10 

B. Peter's Second Sermon 3:11-26 

C. Peter and John Are Arrested 4:1-4 

D. Peter Preaches to the Jewish Sanhedrin 4:5-12 

E. Sanhedrin Commands Peter Not to Preach 4:13-22 

F. Apostles' Prayer for Boldness 4:23-31 

G. Early Church Voluntarily Shares 4:32-37 

H. Ananias and Sapphira Lie 5:1-11 

I. Apostles' Mighty Miracles 5:12-16 

J. Apostles' Persecution 5:17-42 

K. Deacons Are Appointed 6:1-7 

L. Stephen is Martyred 6:8-7:60 

 

M. Saul Persecutes the Church 8:1-3 

 

Part Two: The Witness in Judea and Samaria (8:4-12:25) 

 

I. The Witness of Philip 8:4-40 

 

A. Philip Witnesses to the Samaritans 8:4-25 

B. Philip Witnesses to the Ethiopian 8:26-40 

 

II. The Conversion of Saul 9:1-31 

 

A. Saul is Converted and Blinded 9:1-9 

B. Saul is Filled with the Holy Spirit 9:10-19 

C. Saul Preaches at Damascus 9:20-22 

D. Saul Witnesses in Jerusalem 9:23-31 

 

III. The Witness of Peter 9:32-11:18 

 

A. Peter Heals Aeneas at Lydda 9:32-35 

B. Peter Raises Dorcas at Joppa 9:36-43 

C. Peter Witnesses to Cornelius at Caesarea 10:1-11:18 

 

IV. The Witness of the Early Church 11:19-12:24 

 

A. The Witness of the Antioch Church 11:19-30 

B. The Persecution by Herod 12:1-24 

 

Part Three: The Witness to the End of the Earth (12:25-28:31) 

 

I. The First Missionary Journey 12:25-14:28 



6 
 

 

A. Barnabas and Saul are Sent from Antioch 12:25-13:3 

B. Ministry at Cyprus 13:4-12 

C. Ministry at Antioch 13:13-50 

D. Ministry at Iconium 13:51-14:5 

E. Ministry at Lystra 14:6-20 

F. Ministry on the Return Trip 14:21-25 

G. Report on the First Missionary Journey 14:26-28 

 

II. The Jerusalem Council 15:1-35 

 

A. Debate over Gentiles Keeping the Law 15:1-5 

B. Peter Preaches Salvation through Grace 15:6-11 

C. Paul and Barnabas Testify 15:12 

D. James Proves Gentiles Are Free from the Law 15:13-21 

E. The Council Sends an Official Letter 15:22-29 

F. Report to Antioch 15:30-35 

 

III. The Second Missionary Journey 15:36-18:22 

 

A. Disagreement over John Mark 15:36-41 

B. Derbe and Lystra: Timothy is Circumcised 16:1-5 

C. Troas: Macedonian Call 16:6-10 

D. Philippi: Extensive Ministry 16:11-40 

E. Thessalonica: "Turn the World Upside Down" 17:1-9 

F. Berea: Many Receive the Word 17:10-15 

G. Athens: Paul's Sermon in the Areopagus 17:16-34 

H. Corinth: One-and-a-half Years of Ministry 18:1-17 

I. Return Trip to Antioch 18:18-22 

 

IV. The Third Missionary Journey 18:23-21:14 

 

A. Galatia and Phrygia: Strengthening the Disciples 18:23 

B. Ephesus: Three Years of Ministry 18:24-19:41 

C. Macedonia: Three Months of Ministry 20:1-6 

D. Troas: Eutychus Falls from Loft 20:7-12 

E. Miletus: Paul Bids Farewell to Ephesian Elders 20:13-38 

F. Tyre: Paul is Warned about Jerusalem 21:1-6 

G. Caesarea: Agabus' Prediction 21:7-14 

 

V. The Trip to Rome 21:15-28:31 

 

A. Paul Witnesses in Jerusalem 21:15-23:33 

B. Paul Witnesses in Caesarea 23:34-26:32 

C. Paul Witnesses in Rome 27:1-28:31 

(C) 1986 by Thomas Nelson Publishers. All rights reserved. 
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Romans    

(Book outline from Nelson's Bible Dictionary) 

 

Part One: The Revelation of the Righteousness of God (1:1-8:39) 

 

I. Introduction 1:1-17 

II. Condemnation: The Need for God's Righteousness 1:18-3:20 

 

A. Guilt of the Gentile 1:18-32 

B. Guilt of the Jew 2:1-3:8 

C. Conclusion: All Are Guilty before God 3:9-20 

 

III. Justification: God's Righteousness 3:21-5:21 

 

A. Description of Righteousness 3:21-31 

B. Illustration of Righteousness 4:1-25 

C. Benefits of Righteousness 5:1-11 

D. Contrast of Righteousness and Condemnation 5:12-21 

 

IV. Sanctification: The Demonstration of God's Righteousness 6:1-8:39 

 

A. Sanctification and Sin 6:1-23 

B. Sanctification and the Law 7:1-25 

C. Sanctification and the Spirit 8:1-39 

 

Part Two: The Vindication of the Righteousness of God (9:1-11:36) 

 

I. Israel's Past: The Election of God 9:1-29 

 

A. Paul's Sorrow 9:1-5 

B. God's Sovereignty 9:6-29 

 

II. Israel's Present: The Rejection of God 9:30-10:21 

 

A. Israel Seeks Righteousness by Works9:30-33 

B. Israel Rejects Christ 10:1-15 

C. Israel Rejects the Prophets 10:16-21 

 

III. Israel's Future: The Restoration by God 11:1-36 

 

A. Israel's Rejection Is Not Total 11:1-10 

B. Israel's Rejection Is Not Final 11:11-32 

C. Israel's Restoration: The Occasion for Glorifying God 11:33-36 

 

Part Three: The Application of the Righteousness of God (12:1-16:27) 
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I. Righteousness of God Demonstrated in Christian Duties 12:1-13:14 

 

A. Responsibilities Toward God 12:1-2 

B. Responsibilities Toward Society 12:3-21 

C. Responsibilities Toward Government13:1-7 

D. Responsibilities Toward Neighbors 13:8-14 

 

II. Righteousness of God Demonstrated in Christian Liberties 14:1-15:13 

 

A. Principles of Christian Liberty 14:1-23 

B. Practices of Christian Liberty 15:1-13 

 

III. Conclusion 15:14-16:27 

 

A. Paul's Purposes for Writing 15:14-21 

B. Paul's Plans for Traveling 15:22-33 

C. Paul's Praise and Greetings 16:1-27 

 

(C) 1986 by Thomas Nelson Publishers. All rights reserved. 

 

I Corinthians    

(Book outline from Nelson's Bible Dictionary) 

 

Part One: In Answer to Chloe's Report of Divisions (1:1-4:21) 

 

I. Introduction 1:1-9 

II. Report of Divisions 1:10-17 

III. Reasons for Division 1:18-4:21 

 

A. Misunderstanding of the Gospel Message 1:18-3:4 

B. Misunderstanding of the Gospel Messenger 3:5-4:5 

C. Misunderstanding of Paul's Ministry 4:6-21 

 

Part Two: In Answer to Reports of Fornication (5:1-6:20) 

 

I. On Incest 5:1-13 

 

A. Deliver the Fornicators for Discipline 5:1-8 

B. Separate Yourselves from Immoral Believers 5:9-13 

 

II. Concerning Litigation Between Believers 6:1-11 

III. Warning Against Sexual Immorality 6:12-20 

 

Part Three: In Answer to the Letter of Questions (7:1-16:24) 
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I. Counsel Concerning Marriage 7:1-40 

 

A. Principles for Married Life 7:1-9 

B. Principles for the Married Believer 7:10-16 

C. Principle of Abiding in God's Call 7:17-24 

D. Principles for the Unmarried 7:25-38 

E. Principles for Remarriage 7:39-40 

 

II. Counsel Concerning Things Offered to Idols 8:1-11:1 

 

A. Principles of Liberty and the Weaker Brother 8:1-13 

B. Illustration of Paul and His Liberty 9:1-27 

C. Warning against Forfeiting Liberty 10:1-13 

D. Exhortation to Use Liberty to Glorify God 10:14-11:1 

 

III. Counsel Concerning Public Worship 11:2-14:40 

 

A. Principles of Public Prayer 11:2-16 

B. Rebuke of Disorders at the Lord's Supper 11:17-34 

C. Principles of Exercising Spiritual Gifts 12:1-14:40 

 

IV. Counsel Concerning the Resurrection 15:1-58 

 

A. Fact of Christ's Resurrection 15:1-11 

B. Importance of Christ's Resurrection 15:12-19 

C. Order of the Resurrections 15:20-28 

D. Moral Implications of Christ's Resurrection 15:29-34 

E. Bodies of the Resurrected Dead 15:35-50 

F. Bodies of the Translated Living 15:51-58 

 

V. Counsel Concerning the Collection for Jerusalem 16:1-4 

VI. Conclusion 16:5-24 

(C) 1986 by Thomas Nelson Publishers. All rights reserved. 

 

II Corinthians    

(Book outline from Nelson's Bible Dictionary) 

 

Part One: Paul's Explanation of His Ministry (1:1-7:16) 

 

I. Introduction 1:1-11 

II. Paul's Explanation of His Change of Plans 1:12-2:13 

 

A. Paul's Original Plan 1:12-22 

B. Paul's Change of Plans 1:23-2:4 

C. Paul's Appeal to Forgive 2:5-13 
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III. Paul's Philosophy of Ministry 2:14-6:10 

 

A. Christ Causes Us to Triumph 2:14-17 

B. Changed Lives Prove Ministry 3:1-5 

C. New Covenant Is the Basis of Ministry 3:6-18 

D. Christ Is the Theme of Ministry 4:1-7 

E. Trials Abound in the Ministry4:8-15 

F. Motivation in the Ministry 4:16-5:21 

G. Giving No Offense in the Ministry 6:1-10 

 

IV. Paul's Exhortations to the Corinthians 6:11-7:16 

 

A. Paul's Appeal for Reconciliation 6:11-13 

B. Paul's Appeal for Separation from Unbelievers 6:14-7:1 

C. Paul's Meeting with Titus 7:2-7 

D. Corinthians' Response to Paul's Letter 7:8-16 

 

Part Two: Paul's Collection for the Saints (8:1-9:15) 

 

I. Example of the Macedonians 8:1-6 

II. Exhortation to the Corinthians 8:7-9:15 

 

A. Example of Christ 8:7-9 

B. Purpose of Giving 8:10-15 

C. Explanation of the Delegation 8:16-9:5 

D. Exhortation to Giving 9:6-15 

 

Part Three: Paul's Vindication of His Apostleship (10:1-13:14) 

 

I. Paul Answers His Accusers 10:1-18 

 

A. The Charge of Cowardice is Answered 10:1-2 

B. The Charge of Walking in the Flesh is Answered 10:3-9 

C. The Charge of Personal Weakness is Answered 10:10-18 

 

II. Paul Defends His Apostleship 11:1-12:13 

 

A. Paul's Declaration of His Apostleship 11:1-15 

B. Paul's Sufferings Support His Apostleship 11:16-33 

C. Paul's Revelations Support His Apostleship 12:1-10 

D. Paul's Signs Support His Apostleship 12:11-13 

 

III. Paul Announces His Forthcoming Visit 12:14-13:10 

 

A. Paul's Concern Not to be a Financial Burden 12:14-18 

B. Paul's Concern Not to Find Them Carnal 12:19-21 
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C. Paul's Warning to Examine Themselves 13:1-10 

 

IV. Conclusion 13:11-14 

(C) 1986 by Thomas Nelson Publishers. All rights reserved. 

 

Galatians    
(Book outline from Nelson's Bible Dictionary) 

 

I. The Gospel of Grace Defended 1:1-2:21 

 

A. Introduction 1:1-9 

B. Gospel of Grace Is Given by Divine Revelation 1:10-24 

C. Gospel of Grace Is Approved by Jerusalem Leadership 2:1-10 

D. Gospel of Grace Is Vindicated by Rebuking Peter 2:11-21 

 

II. The Gospel of Grace Explained 3:1-4:31 

 

A. Holy Spirit Is Given by Faith, Not by Works 3:1-5 

B. Abraham Was Justified by Faith, Not by Works 3:6-9 

C. Justification Is by Faith, Not by the Law 3:10-4:11 

 

1. Christ Redeems Us from the Curse of the Law 3:10-14 

2. Abrahamic Covenant Is Not Voided by the Law 3:15-18 

3. Law Given to Drive Us to Faith 3:19-22 

4. Believers Are Free from the Law 3:23-4:11 

 

D. Galatians Receive Blessings by Faith, Not by the Law 4:12-20 

E. Law and Grace Cannot Co-exist 4:21-31 

 

III. The Gospel of Grace Applied 5:1-6:18 

 

A. Position of Liberty: Stand Fast 5:1-12 

B. Practice of Liberty: Love One Another 5:13-15 

C. Power for Liberty: Walk in the Spirit 5:16-26 

 

1. Conflict between the Spirit and the Flesh 5:16-18 

2. Works of the Flesh 5:19-21 

3. Fruit of the Spirit 5:22-26 

 

D. Performance in Liberty: Do Good to All Men 6:1-10 

 

1. Bear One Another's Burdens 6:1-5 

2. Do Not Be Weary While Doing Good 6:6-10 

 

E. Conclusion 6:11-18 
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1. Motives of the Circumcised 6:11-13 

2. Motives of the Apostle Paul 6:14-18 

(C) 1986 by Thomas Nelson Publishers. All rights reserved. 

 

 Ephesians    
(Book outline from Nelson's Bible Dictionary) 

 

Part One: The Position of the Christian (1:1-3:21) 

 

I. Praise for Redemption1:1-14 

 

A. Salutation from Paul 1:1-2 

B. Chosen by the Father 1:3-6 

C. Redeemed by the Son 1:7-12 

D. Sealed by the Spirit 1:13-14 

 

II. Prayer for Revelation 1:15-23 

III. Position of the Christian 2:1-3:13 

 

A. The Christian's Position Individually 2:1-10 

 

1. Old Condition: Dead to God 2:1-3 

2. New Condition: Alive to God 2:4-10 

 

B. The Christian's Position Corporately 2:11-3:13 

 

1. Reconciliation of Jews and Gentiles 2:11-22 

2. Revelation of the Mystery of the Church 3:1-13 

 

IV. Prayer for Revelation 3:14-21 

 

Part Two: The Practice of the Christian (4:1-6:24) 

 

I. Unity in the Church 4:1-16 

 

A. Exhortation to Unity 4:1-3 

B. Explanation of Unity 4:4-6 

C. Means for Unity: The Gifts 4:7-11 

D. Purpose of the Gifts 4:12-16 

 

II. Holiness In Life 4:17-5:21 

 

A. Put Off the Old Man 4:17-22 

B. Put On the New Man 4:23-29 

C. Grieve Not the Holy Spirit 4:30-5:12 

D. Walk as Children of Light 5:13-17 
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E. Be Filled with the Spirit 5:18-21 

 

III. Responsibilites In the Home and at Work 5:22-6:9 

 

A. Wives: Submit to Your Husbands 5:22-24 

B. Husbands: Love Your Wives 5:25-33 

C. Children: Obey Your Parents 6:1-4 

D. Service on the Job 6:5-9 

 

IV. Conduct In the Conflict 6:10-24 

 

A. Put On the Armor of God 6:10-17 

B. Pray for Boldness 6:18-20 

C. Conclusion 6:21-24 

(C) 1986 by Thomas Nelson Publishers. All rights reserved. 

 

 Philippians    
(Book outline from Nelson's Bible Dictionary) 

 

I. Paul's Account of His Present Circumstance 1:1-30 

 

A. Paul's Prayer of Thanksgiving 1:1-11 

B. Paul's Afflictions Promote the Gospel 1:12-18 

C. Paul's Afflictions Exalt the Lord 1:19-26 

D. Paul's Exhortation to the Afflicted 1:27-30 

 

II. Paul's Appeal to Have the Mind of Christ 2:1-30 

 

A. Paul's Exhortation to Humility 2:1-4 

B. Christ's Example of Humility 2:5-16 

C. Paul's Example of Humility 2:17-18 

D. Timothy's Example of Humility 2:19-24 

E. Epaphroditus' Example of Humility 2:25-30 

 

III. Paul's Appeal to Have the Knowledge of Christ 3:1-21 

 

A. Warning against Confidence in the Flesh 3:1-9 

B. Exhortation to Know Christ 3:10-16 

C. Warning against Living for the Flesh 3:17-21 

 

IV. Paul's Appeal to Have the Peace of Christ 4:1-23 

 

A. Peace with the Brethren 4:1-3 

B. Peace with the Lord 4:4-9 

C. Peace in All Circumstances 4:10-19 

D. Conclusion 4:20-23 
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 Colossians    
(Book outline from Nelson's Bible Dictionary) 

 

Part One: The Supremacy of Christ in the Church (1:1-2:23) 

 

I. Introduction 1:1-14 

 

A. Paul's Greeting to the Colossians 1:1-2 

B. Paul's Thanksgiving for the Colossians 1:3-8 

C. Paul's Prayer for the Colossians 1:9-14 

 

II. The Preeminence of Christ 1:15-2:3 

 

A. Christ Is Preeminent in Creation 1:15-18 

B. Christ Is Preeminent in Redemption 1:19-23 

C. Christ Is Preeminent in the Church 1:24-2:3 

 

III. The Freedom in Christ 2:4-23 

 

A. Freedom from Enticing Words 2:4-7 

B. Freedom from Vain Philosophy 2:8-10 

C. Freedom from the Judgment of Men 2:11-17 

D. Freedom from Improper Worship 2:18-19 

E. Freedom from the Doctrine of Men 2:20-23 

 

Part Two: The Submission to Christ in the Church (3:1-4:18) 

 

I. The Position of the Believer 3:1-4 

II. The Practice of the Believer 3:5-4:6 

 

A. Put Off the Old Man 3:5-11 

B. Put On the New Man 3:12-17 

C. Personal Commands for Holiness 3:18-4:6 

 

1. Holiness in Family Life 3:18-21 

2. Holiness in Work Life 3:22-4:1 

3. Holiness in Public Life 4:2-6 

 

III. Conclusion 4:7-18 

 

A. Commendation of Tychicus 4:7-9 

B. Greetings from Paul's Friends 4:10-14 

C. Introduction Regarding This Letter 4:15-18 

(C) 1986 by Thomas Nelson Publishers. All rights reserved. 
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 I Thessalonians    
(Book outline from Nelson's Bible Dictionary) 

 

I. Paul's Personal Reflections on the Thessalonians 1:1-3:13 

 

A. Paul's Praise of Their Growth 1:1-10 

B. Paul's Founding of the Church 2:1-16 

C. Timothy's Strengthening of the Church 2:17-3:13 

 

1. Satan Hinders Paul 2:17-20 

2. Timothy's Visit 3:1-5 

3. Timothy's Encouraging Report 3:6-10 

4. Paul's Desire to Visit Them 3:11-13 

 

II. Paul's Instructions to the Thessalonians 4:1-5:28 

 

A. Directions for Growth 4:1-12 

B. Revelation Concerning the Dead in Christ 4:13-18 

C. Description of the Day of the Lord 5:1-11 

D. Instruction for Holy Living 5:12-22 

E. Conclusion 5:23-28 

(C) 1986 by Thomas Nelson Publishers. All rights reserved. 

 

 II Thessalonians    
(Book outline from Nelson's Bible Dictionary) 

 

I. Paul's Encouragement in Persecution 1:1-12 

 

A. Thanksgiving for Their Growth 1:1-4 

B. Encouragement in Their Persecution 1:5-10 

C. Prayer for God's Blessing 1:11-12 

 

II. Paul's Explanation of the Day of the Lord 2:1-17 

 

A. The Events Preceding the Day of the Lord 2:1-12 

 

1. First a Falling Away 2:1-3 

2. The Man of Sin Is Revealed 2:4-5 

3. The Restrainer Is Taken Out of the Way 2:6-7 

4. The Second Coming of Christ2:8-12 

 

B. The Comfort of the Believer on the Day of the Lord 2:13-17 

 

III. Paul's Exhortation to the Church 3:1-18 
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A. Wait Patiently for Christ 3:1-5 

B. Withdraw from the Disorderly 3:6-15 

C. Conclusion 3:16-18 

(C) 1986 by Thomas Nelson Publishers. All rights reserved. 

 

 I Timothy    
(Book outline from Nelson's Bible Dictionary) 

 

I. Paul's Charge Concerning Doctrine 1:1-20 

 

A. Paul's Past Charge to Timothy 1:1-11 

B. Christ's Past Charge to Paul 1:12-17 

C. First Charge: "Wage the Good Warfare 1:18-20 

 

II. Paul's Charge Concerning Public Worship 2:1-3:16 

 

A. Prayer in Public Worship 2:1-8 

B. Women in Public Worship 2:9-15 

C. Oualifications of Bishops 3:1-7 

D. Qualifications of Deacons 3:8-13 

E. Second Charge: "Conduct Yourself in the House of God" 3:14-16 

 

III. Paul's Charge Concening False Teachers 4:1-16 

 

A. Description of False Teachers 4:1-5 

B. Instruction for the True Teacher 4:6-10 

C. Third Charge: "Do Not Neglect the Gift" 4:11-16 

 

IV. Paul's Charge Concerning Church Discipline 5:1-25 

 

A. How to Treat All People 5:1-2 

B. How to Treat Widows 5:3-16 

C. How to Treat Elders 5:17-20 

D. Fourth Charge: "Observe These Things without Prejudice" 5:21-25 

 

V. Paul's Charge Concerning Pastoral Motives 6:1-21 

 

A. Exhortation to Servants 6:1-2 

B. Exhortation to Godliness with Contentment 6:3-16 

C. Exhortation to the Rich 6:17-19 

D. Fifth Charge: "Guard What Was Committed" 6:20-21 

(C) 1986 by Thomas Nelson Publishers. All rights reserved. 

 

 II Timothy    
(Book outline from Nelson's Bible Dictionary) 
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I. Persevere In Present Testings 1:1-2:26 

 

A. Thanksgiving for Timothy's Faith 1:1-5 

B. Reminder of Timothy's Responsibility 1:6-18 

C. Characteristics of a Faithful Minister 2:1-26 

 

1. Discipling Teacher 2:1-2 

2. Single-minded Soldier 2:3-5 

3. Enduring Farmer 2:6-13 

4. Diligent Workman 2:14-19 

5. Sanctified Vessel 2:20-23 

6. Gentle Servant 2:24-26 

 

II. Endure In Future Testings 3:1-4:22 

 

A. Approaching Day of Denial 3:1-17 

 

1. Coming of Denial 3:1-9 

2. Confronting Denial 3:10-17 

 

B. Charge to Preach the Word 4:1-5 

C. Approaching Death of Paul 4:6-22 

 

1. Paul's Hope in Death 4:6-8 

2. Paul's Situation in Prison 4:9-18 

3. Paul's Closing Greetings 4:19-22 

(C) 1986 by Thomas Nelson Publishers. All rights reserved. 

 

 Titus    
(Book outline from Nelson's Bible Dictionary) 

 

I. Appoint Elders 1:1-16 

 

A. Introduction 1:1-4 

B. Ordain Qualified Elders 1:5-9 

C. Rebuke False Teachers 1:10-16 

 

II. Set Things In Order 2:1-3:15 

 

A. Speak Sound Doctrine2:1-15 

B. Maintain Good Works3:1-11 

C. Conclusion 3:12-15 

(C) 1986 by Thomas Nelson Publishers. All rights reserved. 

 

 Philemon    
(Book outline from Nelson's Bible Dictionary) 
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I. The Prayer of Thanksgiving for Philemon 1-7 

II. The Petition of Paul for Onesimus 8-16 

III. The Promise of Paul to Philemon 17-25 

(C) 1986 by Thomas Nelson Publishers. All rights reserved. 

 

 Hebrews    
(Book outline from Nelson's Bible Dictionary) 

 

Part One: The Superiority of Christ's Person (1:1-4:13) 

 

I. The Superiority of Christ over the Prophets 1:1-3 

II. The Superiority of Christ over the Angels 1:4-2:18 

 

A. Christ Is Superior because of His Deity 1:4-14 

B. First Warning: Danger of Neglect 2:1-4 

C. Christ Is Superior because of His Humanity 2:5-18 

 

III. The Superiority of Christ over Moses 3:1-4:13 

 

A. Christ Is Superior to Moses in His Work 3:1-4 

B. Christ Is Superior to Moses in His Person 3:5-6 

C. Second Warning: Danger of Unbelief3:7-4:13 

 

Part Two: The Superiority of Christ's Work (4:14-10:18) 

 

I. The Superiority of Christ's Priesthood 4:14-7:28 

 

A. Christ Is Superior in His Position 4:14-16 

B. Christ Is Superior in His Qualifications 5:1-10 

C. Third Warning: Danger of Not Maturing 5:11-6:20 

D. Christ Is Superior in His Priestly Order 7:1-28 

 

II. The Superiority of Christ's Covenant 8:1-13 

 

A. A Better Covenant 8:1-6 

B. A New Covenant 8:7-13 

 

III. The Superiority of Christ's Sanctuary and Sacrifice 9:1-10:18 

 

A. Old Covenant's Sanctuary and Sacrifice 9:1-10 

B. New Covenant's Sanctuary and Sacrifice 9:11-10:18 

 

Part Three: The Superiority of the Christian's Walk of Faith (10:19-13:25) 

 

I. A Call to Full Assurance of Faith 10:19-11:40 
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A. Hold Fast the Confession of Faith 10:19-25 

B. Fourth Warning: Danger of Drawing Back 10:26-39 

C. Definition of Faith 11:1-3 

D. Examples of Faith 11:4-40 

 

1. Abel 11:4 

2. Enoch 11:5-6 

3. Noah 11:7 

4. Abraham and Sarah 11:8-19 

5. Isaac 11:20 

6. Jacob 11:21 

7. Joseph 11:22 

8. Moses' Parents 11:23 

9. Moses 11:24-29 

10.Joshua and Rahab 11:30-31 

11.Many Other Heroes of Faith 11:32-40 

 

II. Endurance of Faith 12:1-29 

 

A. Example of Christ's Endurance 12:1-4 

B. A Call to Endure God's Chastening 12:5-24 

C. Fifth Warning: Danger of Refusing God 12:25-29 

 

III. A Call to Love 13:1-17 

 

A. Love in the Social Realm 13:1-6 

B. Love in the Religious Realm 13:7-17 

 

IV. Conclusion 13:18-25 

(C) 1986 by Thomas Nelson Publishers. All rights reserved. 

 

 James    

(Book outline from Nelson's Bible Dictionary) 

 

I. The Test of Faith 1:1-18 

 

A. The Purpose of Tests 1:1-12 

B. The Source of Temptations 1:13-18 

 

II. The Characteristics of Faith 1:19-5:6 

 

A. Faith Obeys the Word 1:19-27 

B. Faith Removes Discriminations 2:1-13 

C. Faith Proves Itself by Works 2:14-26 

D. Faith Controls the Tongue 3:1-12 
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E. Faith Produces Wisdom 3:13-18 

F. Faith Produces Humility 4:1-12 

G. Faith Produces Dependence on God 4:13-5:6 

 

III. The Triumph of Faith 5:7-20 

 

A. Faith Endures, Awaiting Christ's Return 5:7-12 

B. Faith Prays for the Afflicted 5:13-18 

C. Faith Confronts the Erring Brother 5:19-20 

(C) 1986 by Thomas Nelson Publishers. All rights reserved. 

 

 I Peter    
(Book outline from Nelson's Bible Dictionary) 

 

Part One: The Salvation of the Believer (1:1-2:12) 

 

I. Salutation 1:1-2 

II. Salvation of the Believer 1:3-12 

 

A. Hope for the Future 1:3-4 

B. Trials for the Present 1:5-9 

C. Anticipation in the Past 1:10-12 

 

III. Sanctification of the Believer 1:13-2:12 

 

A. "Be Holy" 1:13-21 

B. "Love One Another" 1:22-25 

C. "Desire the Pure Milk of the Word" 2:1-3 

D. "Offer Up Spiritual Sacrifices" 2:4-10 

E. "Abstain from Fleshly Lusts" 2:11-12 

 

Part Two: The Submission of the Believer (2:13-3:12) 

 

I. Submission to the Government 2:13-17 

II. Submission in Business 2:18-25 

III. Submission in Marriage 3:1-8 

IV. Submission in All of Life 3:9-12 

 

Part Three: The Suffering of the Believer (3:13-5:14) 

 

I. Conduct in Suffering 3:3-17 

II. Christ's Example of Suffering 3:18-4:6 

III. Commands in Suffering 4:7-19 

IV. Minister in Suffering 5:1-9 

 

A. Elders, Shepherd the Flock 5:1-4 
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B. Saints, Humble Yourselves 5:5-9 

 

V. Benediction 5:10-14 

(C) 1986 by Thomas Nelson Publishers. All rights reserved. 

 

 II Peter    
(Book outline from Nelson's Bible Dictionary) 

 

I. Cultivation of Christian Character 1:1-21 

 

A. Salutation 1:1-2 

B. Growth in Christ 1:3-14 

C. Grounds of Belief 1:15-21 

 

1. Experience of the Transfiguration 1:15-18 

2. Certainty of the Scriptures 1:19-21 

 

II. Condemnation of False Teachers 2:1-22 

 

A. Danger of False Teachers 2:1-3 

B. Destruction of False Teachers 2:4-9 

C. Description of False Teachers 2:10-22 

 

III. Confidence of Christ's Return 3:1-18 

 

A. Mockery in the Last Days 3:1-7 

B. Manifestation of the Day of the Lord 3:8-10 

C. Maturity in View of the Day of the Lord 3:11-18 

(C) 1986 by Thomas Nelson Publishers. All rights reserved. 

 

I John    
(Book outline from Nelson's Bible Dictionary) 

 

Part One: The Basis of Fellowship (1:1-2:27) 

 

I. Introduction 1:1-4 

II. The Conditions for Fellowship 1:5-2:14 

 

A. Walk in the Light 1:5-7 

B. Confession of Sin 1:8-2:2 

C. Obedience to His Commandments 2:3-6 

D. Love for One Another 2:7-14 

 

III. The Cautions to Fellowship 2:15-27 

 

A. Love of the World 2:15-17 
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B. Spirit of the Antichrist 2:18-27 

 

Part Two: The Behavior of Fellowship (2:28-5:21) 

 

I. Characteristics of Fellowship 2:28-5:3 

 

A. Purity of Life 2:28-3:3 

B. Practice of Righteousness 3:4-12 

C. Love in Deed and Truth 3:13-24 

D. Testing the Spirits 4:1-6 

E. Love as Christ Loved 4:7-5:3 

 

II. Consequences of Fellowship 5:4-21 

 

A. Victory over the World 5:4-5 

B. Assurance of Salvation 5:6-13 

C. Guidance in Prayer 5:14-17 

D. Freedom from Habitual Sin 5:18-21 

(C) 1986 by Thomas Nelson Publishers. All rights reserved. 

 

 II John    
(Book outline from Nelson's Bible Dictionary) 

 

I. Abide in God's Commandments 1-6 

 

A. Salutation 1-3 

B. Walk in Truth 4 

C. Walk in Love 5-6 

 

II. Abide Not with False Teachers 7-13 

 

A. Doctrine of the False Teachers 7-9 

B. Avoid the False Teachers 10-11 

C. Benediction 12-13 

(C) 1986 by Thomas Nelson Publishers. All rights reserved. 

 

 III John    
(Book outline from Nelson's Bible Dictionary) 

 

I. The Commendation of Gaius 1-8 

 

A. Salutation 1 

B. Godliness of Gaius 2-4 

C. Generosity of Gaius 5-8 

 

II. The Condemnation of Diotrephes 9-14 
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A. Pride of Diotrephes 9-11 

B. Praise for Demetrius 12 

C. Benediction 13-14 

(C) 1986 by Thomas Nelson Publishers. All rights reserved. 

 

 Jude    
(Book outline from Ungers Bible Dictionary) 

 

I. Introduction (1-2) 

II. The occasion of the letter: Apostasy (3-4) 

III. Historical examples of apostasy (5-7) 

 

A. Of Israel 5 

B. Of angelic beings 6 

C. Of Sodom and Gomorrah 7 

 

IV. Description of false teachers (8-13) 

V. Authoritative declarations of God's judgment of the 

 wicked (14-19) 

VI. Encouragement of true believers and their full duty to 

 Christ (20-23) 

 

A. Edification and prayer in the Holy Spirit 20 

B. Preservation in the love of God and expectation of divine 

mercy 21 

C. Exhortation to soul-winning 22-23 

 

VII. Conclusion: Benediction (24-25) 

(C) 1988 by Moody Press. All rights reserved. 

 

Revelation    
(Book outline from Nelson's Bible Dictionary) 

 

Part One: "The Things Which You Have Seen" (1:1-20) 

 

I. Introduction 1:1-8 

II. Revelation of Christ 1:9-20 

 

Part Two: "The Things Which Are" (2:1-3:22) 

 

I. Message to Ephesus 2:1-7 

II. Message to Smyrna 2:8-11 

III. Message to Pergamos 2:12-17 

IV. Message to Thyatria 2:18-29 

V. Message to Sardis 3:1-6 
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VI. Message to Philadelphia 3:7-13 

VII. Message to Laodicea 3:14-22 

 

Part Three: "The Things Which Will Take Place after This" (4:1-22:21) 

 

I. Person of the Judge 4:1-5:14 

 

A. The Throne of God 4:1-11 

B. The Sealed Book 5:1-14 

 

II. Prophecies of Tribulation 6:1-19:6 

 

A. Seven Seals of Judgment 6:1-8:5 

B. Seven Trumpets of Judgment 8:6-11:19 

C. Explanatory Prophecies 12:1-14:20 

D. Seven Bowls of Judgment 15:1-19:6 

 

III. Prophecies of the Second Coming 19:7-21 

 

A. Marriage Supper of the Lamb 19:7-10 

B. Second Coming of Christ 19:11-21 

 

IV. Prophecies of the Millennium 20:1-15 

 

A. Satan Is Bound 1000 Years 20:1-3 

B. Saints Reign 1000 Years 20:4-6 

C. Satan Is Released and Leads Rebellion 20:7-9 

D. Satan Is Tormented Forever 20:10 

E. Great White Throne Judgment 20:11-15 

 

V. Prophecies of the Eternal State 21:1-22:5 

 

A. New Heaven and Earth Are Created 21:1 

B. New Jerusalem Descends 21:2-8 

C. New Jerusalem Is Described 21:9-22:5 

 

VI. Conclusion 22:6-21 

(C) 1986 by Thomas Nelson Publishers. All rights reserved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


